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CLARA and ANTONIA: 
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That Pattern of PerFEcTION, 
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Right Hon. Earl e 


My Lox, 


HE Editor of the follow= 
ing ſheets (as he ſoars above 
pecuniary conſiderations) offers no 
, ology. for the liberty of dedi- 
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vi DEDICATION: 
cating the firſt fruits of a youth- 
ful genius to the ſhrine of your 


Lordſhip's virtues. A book with- 


out an epiſtle dedicatory would, in 
this ſervile age, be quite as outrd 
as a ſermon without a text. 


Though perfectly a ſtranger 


to your Lordſhip's private cha- 


racter, I will venture to pronounce 


it as amiable as your public one; 


and dare aver, that the former is as 


beneficial to your family, as the 


latter to your country.---I conſider 


-your Lordſhip as a good ſuhject, a 
wiſe ſtateſman, an affectionate huſ- 
band, a tender father, and a juſt 


maſter : -as ſuch, who ſo worthy 


the 


DEDICATION. vi 


the patronage of a work intended 
tt vice — ene vir 
1 BJ 6. 


ys 1 I attribute to your Lordſhip 
more virtues than are really due, 
aſcribe it to my little knowledge of 
the world, which leads me to ima- 
gine, that a nobleman deficient 
in thoſe amiable characteriſtics, is 
unworthy the honorable poſt your 
Lordſhip fills.--- Averſe to every 
ſpecies of flattery, I would, if poſ- 
fible, avoid the imputation of it; 
and, left I may happen to have. 
been guilty of any in the above 
portrait, beg leave to aſſure your 
3019 2 Lan 


wi DEDICATION. 


Lordſhip, that, if I have not deli- 
neated you ſuch as you are, I have 
ſhewn you what you ought to be. 


My Lord, I have the honor of 
ſubſcribing myſelf, 


Your Lordſhip's 


Moſt obedient, &c. | 
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IS en nc R can convince us 
ot the fincerity of our attachments. 
We become ſenſible of happineſs only 
when we are no longer permitted to er oy 
Vor. I. B it. 
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I 
it.---While bleſt in the ſociety /of my- 
Clara, 1 knew oe the value of ſo in- 
eſtimable a treaſure ; but the loſs of her 
entertaining « converſe leads me to reflect 
on a,. thouſand excelleucies-ſhe-joflokes, 


which 1 may here in vain ſeek for in a 
friend. N 


The ſhades- f Woeoechy abound with 
females already anxious to uſurp that 
title.--- And, why? Not- for the merit 
they diſcern in me, aſſure yourſelf, 
my. dear; but becauſe novelty recom- 
ends me to their attention ther aim 
at aukward imitations of . my A 
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dreſs copy my voice and manners ; ahd, 
in, thoxt, whers the external graces are, 


concerned, conſult n me AS their 6815 — 
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& Not a cap or bonnet in the village but 


has undergone a total metamorphoſe ſince 
my arrival. Brown is become the reigning 


colour, becauſe Miſs Sedley wears it; 


apd, dared they form a ſuggeſlion that art 
aſſiſted: at my toilette, I make no doubt ; 
but they would, with equal abſurdity, 


intreat me to initiate them in all its myſ- 
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1 Sh have no ſettled pinch 405 | 
their own, were ever my averſion; and 


the ladies whoſe viſits we have yet been 


honored with, appear to be entirely , Co 


3 
= 
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” 
on 


that ĩinſipid ſtamp: they have a ſmile, 
ready for every one that ſmiles; anda worm 


they to ind us weeping, would, I dare 
5 an heartily ſj mpathie in our diſtreſß, 
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| 64 5 
though perfect ſtrangers to the cauſe 
| W our 2 5 5 
Maria Wentworth is the only one 
among them exempt from this meanneſs, 
yet (tho' an agreeable girl) how far in- 
feriĩor ſhe to my abſent friend But com- 
pariſon would give me the vapours, and 


3 Woodlywlaqſels, that twould be even 
cCęxuel to attempt ĩt.-Peace be to the neigh- 
| borrhoud! We'll talk no more ont: it. 


prove ſo very diſadvantageous to the 


2 To me, who bad ever a ar tor 
the rural ſcene, the fituation of Mr. 
Bromfield's habitation is truly pleaſing. 
I deteſt deſcriptions, becauſe unequal 
"= he taſk.-—-Pifture to. yourſelf an 


_ 


elegant building ſituated on the banks of 
a \beautiful river, environed with fertile 


ſay, picture to yourſelf all this, and what 


9 


meads; and ſuppoſe it furniſhed, with 
every thing that can contribute to the caſe 
and convenience of its poſſeſſor, orna- 
mented with every embelliſhment that 
can give. pleaſure to the luxurious----I 


AG. ee is ks ? 

"Wok 1 to fond 1 minute - ons of 
vi number of jars and cabinets, exad] 
the beauty of the hangings, or dwell on 
the ſubject of the paintings, my Clara 
would have a mean opinion of a p# 
which. could ſo long employ itſelf on 
ſuch trivial themes; and what amuſe- 


ney could it poſſibly afford to one who _ 
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N 
has from her earlieſt infancy been ac- 


cuſtomed to all the elegances of the 


Indian World ? It is ſufficient to ſay: , that 


my good aunt (after living forty years a 


virgin) has met with an huſband who 


does honor to her judgmentecca fortune 
that muſt gratify the enn ambitious 
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If I was before happy in a guardian, 
Phi now far more reaſon to be pleafed 


1 ur my fate My father, certainly, had 


bis reaſons for conſigning the care of my 
education to the female part of his family; 


| Bit, though perfectly ſatisfied with the 
8 bonds and tenderneſs of my aunt, muſt 
2 acknowledge that her marriage adds much 


tot my comfort, as a * of the other 
204 ſex 


| F © 

- ſexis,0n.many occaſions, fat more eligible. 
Mx. Bromfield kindly promiſes to take 
chat character upon himſelf ;and, from his 
| - Pkating deportment as a Benedict, am 
| Azclinedd to flatter myſelf} he; will not 
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| The buſtle of contains was | 
hardly over when I arrived. My aunt 
gently chid me for abſenting myſelf from WEN 
her nypyjals;; but when. I pleaded. the ig - * 
diſpaſition of my friend, ee . 
e 2 51 1 
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tg an 0 folly 4 is this 4 
matrimony ! Tis well their fortune is 
equal to their munificence. The pre. 
ſents on this occaſion were worthy! c ß 
& > 33 them- 


16⁵ 2 8 
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* "TY 
themſelves; and, by the deſire of Mrs. 
Bromfield, the caſe incloſed awaits your 


acceptance. The generous ſoul declares 
tis a trifle unworthy the notice of Miſs 


Harley, but flatters herſelf ſhe will fome- _— 
times condeſcend to. wear it in honor of tl 
| the donor, 1 
3 As „ Maria „need is * _ con- 
”  _ verfible being the place has hitherto of- FI 
| KB oy fered to my- acquaintance, neceflity, rather n 
* e inclination, has induced me to make 1 
her the companion of my rambles.---She 1 
1 peaks much in favor of a family who 0 
are coming to reſide in the neighbour- t 
hood; and, from her encomiums, Tam f 
: prompted to believe that the male part t 
tl of. it are hc deſpicable, 1 
vill 3.4 1 To 
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EM 
To be low ſpirited and in love, a 
I find, in the country, ſynonimous terms: 
the loſs I have ſuſtained in the lively 
converſe of my Clara, has diffuſed a 
gloom over my features, which, till 
thoroughly accuſtomed to the unmean- 
ing chit-chat. of our viſitors, will not 
give place to my uſual chearfulneſs. 
Many cauſes are aſſigned for it the So: 
more ſagacious of our damſels pronounce 
it as their clear opinion I am under the 
influence of a certain little deity, in 
one particular reſembling Fortune. Poor 
things! ye know not the bleſſings of 
friendſhip. *Tis not ſo ſmall a matter 
o loſe the ſociety of the friend we love; 
but, till the ſame ſentiments ati wur 
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oms, tis impoſſible ye can form any 
ea of the diſagreeable ſenſations attend- 
ing ſueh a en 
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| When I firſt fat 3 I Fra giv- 


ing you an account of my journey hither; 
*twas an aukward one, but not altogether 


unentertaining : however, muſt defer it 


till my next letter, as Mrs. Bromfield 


Waits my attendance in the breakfaſt par- 


| - © 216ur-—Regularity, you know, ever pre- 
ſided in her dwelling. Adieu, my dear ! 
Believe me 1222 
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0 NE hour am I allowed to dedicate 
to friendſhip: : not a moment longer 
for the univerſe.---My'vncle has a large 
patty of gentlefiien to dine (with! iin; 
ſome of them men of rank and fortune! 
To look well, he fays, is not enough z 


to· day muſt thine with more chan ufd! 
luſtre. And why to-day'of all che days 


ein the year? I fear, my good Sir, you 
*f have a deſign againſt me but damen, 
. Pts 127 heart 1s invulnetable, — 
| 3 

KL 17 inſenſible to the ment 4 51 
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ward Clinton, I ſhall think ſo : be 
not too ſecure---but I only intruded to 
g remind my fair charge that the com- 
, pany will arrive very early.“ 


I thanked him for the hint, and fat 
down to my. writing-deſk---A great deal 
may be ſcribbled in an hour; I ſhall 
therefore venture to give you the pro- 
miſed account of my journey, and, when 
that is finiſhed , attempt the leſs i PO 
n : Bags 
"heat Elvin! 8 carriage 3 not wr 
8 deareſt Clara from the 
watry eyes of her Antonia, before our 
chaiſe ran foul of a brewer's dray. The 


| ſerva ant, without any confideration for 


your 


= 20 as om =o ny © was 


@ © 


| . » 
your affrighted friend, uttered the moſt 
horrid imprecations againſt the driver, 
and, inſtead of endeavouring to re- 
medy the dilaſter, entered into a quarrel, 
which, but for the interference of a 
ſtranger who was paſſing, muſt certainly 
have ended in a battle. As ſoon as their 
paſſion was abated, they endeavoured to 
diſlodge the wheels of the chaiſe, which 
had caught in thoſe of the dray; but 
one of our horſes, unuſed to ſuch manceu- 
vres, unfortunately took fright, and, by 
tearing off the hind wheel of the cat᷑ 
riage, rendered it impoſſible: to proceed 
any further on my journey. During all 
this buſtle I ſtood trembling by the fide 
of the road (for it was ſome miles diſtant 
cither from /a'raarket-town 4 or village); 


: and 
— * 
- 
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, vx 
| and; when I beheld the total wreck of my 


chaiſe, gave a looſe to my grief _ a flood 
of tears.--- | 


k The 2 f ſcratching his ſtupid 
head, came to know what orders I would 
pleaſe to give him, You ſees, Ma- 
dam, we can go no furder till another 
i poſhay can be got: will you pleaſe to 
+ fit here till I fetch one, or how ?” +. | 


Twas beneath me to parley with a 
- © domeſtic, or I ſhould have expreſſed my 
diſpleaſure at the conduct of himſelf and 
fellow-ſervant, to whoſe folly and want 
of judgment I could not help attribu- 
ting this accident; but, remembering 
that the firſt leflon my good aunt taught 


me 


WV” WW" 


% # 


often full— 


. 
me was to govern myſelf---I only told 
him to wait at a ſmall, diſtance, and to 


| ſend Thomas to the firſt farm-houſe to 
learn if it was poſſible to get a WIRE: | 


Inca few Wann be n and 
brought with him a young girl, who 
very civilly intreated me to walk up to 
the houſe till a conveyance, could. be 
procured ; yet ſaid ſhe believed it would 
be rather difficult, as B races had 
engaged all the carriages Pas ſome miles 
round: but added it was not unlikely 
but I might meet with a ſtage, as many 
paſſed that road, and ſome of them * 


4 


Th 7 part * her incellignnan'e re- 
ſtored 


* FI, 


£ I. J a 


| Rored my ſpirits. A ſtage was a vehicle 


in which I had never travelled ; but my 
ideas of delicacy did not carry me to ſuch 
extremes as to induce me to wait a night 
at the farm rather than ſuffer myſelf to 
embrace even ſuch an opportunity of 


purſuing a journey, the delaying of which | 


would, I knew, be productive of much 
uneaſineſs to my worthy guardians, — 


The ſhattered remains of the chaiſe 
were lodged in the honeſt farmer's barn, 
and Thomas ordered to proceed ſlowly 
home with his horſes :--«the- footman, 
by the direction of the young woman, 
was placed in a convenient ſpot for ob- 
ſerving the coaches as they paſſed ; and, 


commanding din to give me the earlieſt 


L. o »* 


inti- 


\ 


nnn 


intimation, I followed the ge gil 
to. her father 8.— 


The Wenne of the dairy and garden 


was immediately ſet before me.---At 
another time I ſhould have done honor 


to the repaſt; but my late accident had 
deprived me of appetite. -The earneſt- 


neſs with which the good people intreated 
me to taſte of every thing, made me ſorry 
1 could / not oblige them but that they 


might not impute it to pride, I accepted 
of a baſket of ſtrawberries, and an enor- 


mous bundle of flowers. -In about an 
hour, Anthony came running to inform 


me a coach with only two paſſengers 
waited for me at the turning of the road 


owl . adjuſted my calaſh, 
thanked 


"**. " 


(18) 
[thanked my good boſt for bis hoſpitality, 
and, flipping a guinea into the hand of 
his daughter, gave no time for replies, 
but tripped haſtily to the ſtage, and 
deſirecd the ſervant to take bis _ be- 
0 e D 9% Non 1 


, ; 


My —_ e were u Gait fe- 
males: the one an elderly lady of very 
amiable aſpect; the other about five 
und thirty, exceſſively lively and talka- 
tive,-but, upon the whole, not unenter- 

taining.Indifferent ſubjects engaged us 
till our arrival at St. Alban's :---I ſay us; 

for really, my dear, I did not bear a 
ſmall ſhare in it. With beings of a ſocial 
nature, I am never inclined to be diſ- 

pleaſed.--On our alighting at the Bull, 
bal | a'ſulky 


% 1 3 

a (_ *q". ) 

2 fulky drove into the yard, which, from 
the coronets that adorned it, feemed 
to belong to no mean perſonage; but, as 
we had hardly finifhed' our dinger before 
a ſummons from the coachman haſtened 
us to reſume our places, no opportunity 
preſented iitſelf of inquiring into the rank 
of the owner. That he came with an in- 


tention of becoming à paſſenger was 


evident, as he immediately after appeared 
at the door of the ſtage, and, giving 


ſome ofders to his ſervants, placed him- | 


ſelf by the ſide of our loquacious compa- 


nion The figure of the gentleman at 


firſt ſeemed entirely to engage her atten- 
tion the particularity of his dreſs was 
indeed ſufficient: to have attracted the 
obſervation of one even leſs inclined to 


( 6 6-46 
ſcrutinize ; but, as it appeared to be rather 


with a view of regollect ing his perſon, 
than a propenſity to e 10 


"Oi _ no on rad ! 


13 ＋ 
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| / Only ewe t a man of the 
largeſt ſize in à ſmall ſcratch! wig in 
imitation of a ſchool-boy's hair, over 
which was placed a light-coloured beaver 
hat, or rather cap; for it was on the 
ſame: conſtruction as thoſe worn by 
huntſmen, only much larger in front— 
2 green velvet coat with gold buttons 
and the reſt of his dreſs not leſs ſingular. 
His face might once have been mode- 
| rately handfonie 3 he now thought it/ſo: 
but, in the eyes of the impartial, all that 
remained of beauty was a ruddy com- 
$412 | plexion, 


av 
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Lo 


have been hard to judge whether he was 
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(2 ) 
plexion, and a conſtitution that ſeemed 
to bid defiance: to old-age.---It would 


a: peer, or @ grazier: his habit beſpoke: 

the whimficality of the former; his 
countenance the ideas and diſpoſition of 
the latter, — : 


Fr ry 
: > $3; & 8 


Admiration and aſtoniſhment once 


us. The weather · the pleaſures of the 
country---and the beauty of the proſpect, 
were matters eaſily diſcuſled----but the 
lady before mentioned had very little 
opportunity of diſplaying her oratorical 
talents on ſuch trivial ſubjects: t par- 


take was not ſufficient - to monopolize 


og converſation. was her defire-----if - 
= ; 9 meant, 


ONT 


meant, indeed, to entertain, twas lau- 
dable: L if only ta ſhew her ſuperiority in 
point of judgment, to the neaneſt de- 
gree ſelfiſh :. but ſhe proved amuſive, 
and, dere was entitled ito m | 
e eee iti 


92 — 
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In the courſe of our journey many 
noblemen's ſeats at a ſmall diſtance: en- 
gaged our attention. The humour with 
which ſhe depicted the characters of 
their ſeveral lords, and her ſatirical 
manner of diſplaying; their foibles, af- 
forded no ſmall ſubject for riſibility 
Dur male companion was not grave: he 
ſmiled at the follies, exclaimed againſt 


yy the vices, and approved the virtues: of 


His fellow-mortals; | but took infinite 


1:T6IC7 pains 


£ 


J 

pains to prepoſſeſs us with a belief that 
bimſelf was totally exempt from the two 
former, and poſſeſſed more than a rea- 
ſonable ſhare of the latter. 


It was ever my obſervation, that wit 
and good · nature very ſeldom are in uni- 


ſon Our female ſatiriſt poſſeſſed a large! 


ſhare of the firſt · mentioned quality, but 
hardly aſuſfieiency of the laſt to form a 
pleaſing narrator her anecdotes abound- 
ed ſo much with acidity, that a perſon, 
ho was in the ſmalleſt degree ihteteſted 
in the relation, muſt have bean more 
than Stoic to have forbore retorting.— 
Fortunately none of her, fellow - travellers 
could; boaſt an affinity with the parties ſw 
freely _bandied,.--or, in all probability, 

duo, N ſhe 


| TOME © BY 
| ſhe would have found herfelf checked 
in her career. 


When we came within a few miles 
of T.—, a viſible reſtleſſneſs appeared 
on the countenance of the gentleman. - 
Every time a new ſubject was ſtarted, he 
looked as if impatient to be rid of his 
chattering companion, and on a ſudden 
drew up the blinds on * fide. of the 
2 YL TIES f 

ff j 214 


g. A fil, mühen — — on 
een ee 2 175 


3 « For babes fake, Sit, 90 n 
« prive us of what little air this\ duſty 
© vehicle will afford us.—-Befdes, 1e 
dn * doubiy 


( 25 ) 
| „ doubly. cruel now, as we are. just 


ce within view of En Hall; A fine 
tc old ſeat belonging. to the family Des 


3 « Lunettes.“ 

. ne, 7018 

1 e You have heard of the late Earl, I 
A. ſuppoſe, Madam” (turning to me); 
the preſent” —— 

n | 5 #318, 

ne * Excuſe me, Madam, for interrupt- 


ing you; that ſeat is mine.Coach- 
*© man, ſet me down here<—Ladies, a 


. ns you.” nn 


8 


+ % 


+ & 


40 Ha ha! ha Was any thing erer 
* half ſo ridiculous ?---Yes, yes, I per- 
* fectly knew your Lordſhip ; and, had 
vu not thus timely diſcovered your- _ 

= Cc « ſelf - 


. © 
” 

+. 
4% 


8 3s | 
1 


(, 26, ) 


1 La to the company, would have, con- 
offs vinced you that I am no ſtranger to 
ic your character. 


This was uttered as he walked from 
the coach, but not ſo low as to eſcape be- 
ing heard--A bow and-a ſneer of contempt 
to the Lady who ſaid it ſufficientiy ex- 
preſſed iis indignation. 

C „ How 1 love to 3 the 4 
ec coach Lordlings ! continued ſhe.““ 1 
* never before had the honor. of travel - 
<« ling with Lord Des Lunettes ; but the 
*  Hogularity. of his figure ſuggeſted to 
& me it was he, and the virtues he attri · 
0 butecd t to himſelf confirmed me in the 
N ce here is not, Perhaps, nou 
Us I _ * living 


G 27, ) 

living a more hy pocritical character. 

LI am afraid I have drawn upon myſelf, 
« the cenſure of the company for the 
ce ſeeming pleaſure with which I have, 
% dwelt upon the foibles of my fellow- 
creatures; but really it was not from 


only to have the pleaſure of probing: 
* his Lordſhip's wounds, and in ſpeaking. . 
& of others declaimed againſt thoſe vices 
A he is ſo generally known to be guilty 


1 © of —— The; pains he took to avoid, 
1 <<, perſonal reflections, are a proof that he. 
ne *© could, not ſupport t a converſation, in 


7 which he was ſo nearly intereſted; and, 6 
«© conſcigus that. he ſhould reap. but. t- 
dle advantage from ſo. cloſe an tuveſti-. L 

"<< ation, diſcovered. his, rank ar - 


* beer for every other deficiency.” . 
C 2 


6A natural love of ridicule: I did it 


- 


—— — 
9 


ꝗ¶—— —ꝓ—— —— — ä —ñ—— 


N 
4 

ſ 

| 

| 


( 28 ) 

e Pardon me, Madam,” faid I, t if 
I beg leave to diſſent from your opi- 
% nion I am perfectly a ſtranger to the 
t Nobleman in queſtion, therefore do not 


I pretend to ſtand forth the champion of 
© his virtues ;---but may not a fear of 


hearing ourſelves characterized ariſe 
© from a different cauſe from what you 
6 "infitware.” * e 
i Ceitliniy⸗ ” replied ſhe ; © there are 
ce many amiable people in the world, 
e whoſe delicacy would equally be hurt 


*at. the idea of hearing themſelves 
"_ praiſed, as others would at hearing 


ce themſelves ridiculed,---but Lord Des 
5e Lüiites, aſſure yourſelf, i is not among 


ce the e * the former. Conſcious 
3; | 50S 5x50 "that 


1 


7 9 2 


DW.” 


© that he does nothing praiſe worthy, - 


( 29 „ 


ec * himſelf is the laſt ſubject he would wil- 
lingly introduce, unleſs when in the 


es company of thoſe. whoſe dependence 


60 renders them ſervile: the groſs flattery 
« of ſuch he devours. with the greateſt 


; 6c avidity. — The warmth with which I 


- ſpeak, may perhaps, Ladies, lead you 
* to imagine that perſonal injuries excite 
« my indignation ; but, 1 aflure you, 
6e this ĩs the firſt time I ever ſaw him. 
« A friend of mine has long been ac- 
e quainted with the family, and ſo fre- 
e quently makes his Lordſhip s vices 
« the ſubject of her converſatign, 1 that it 
„has implanted in me eee 
1 Wenne of his e 1 


c 2 A chaiſe 


% 


"> 


"A chaiſe and pair, which juſt then ap- H 
peared” in the road, prevented our hear- n 
ing more. Our companion flew to ſe 
embrace à brother ſhe had not feen fi 

during a period of eleven years; and, 

__ . wiſhing us an agreeable evening, ſeated 
berelk by bim in the carriage, and left h 
us by purſuc the remainder of our jour- Ce 
8 - vey in filent meditation. -—- b 

"Aﬀer her Teparture 1 could not help 
reftefting e on our former ſubject ; and, Ka 
© unwilling to ſuppoſe a human being 00 
p deeply fork in vice as the had '« 
deen pleaſed: to repreſent. him, I con- 6 
| demned her behaviour and reſlections on 60 
his Lordſhip as entirely inconſiſtent with 50 


the rules of good- breeding and, from 
| | . 5 h 
. 4 1 bh. 3 * cr 


Ee 
— * 


— 2 bt — 


( * 2) '® 
her'readinefs to expoſe the foibles of her 
neighbours, was inclined to imagine her- 


{elf not totally exempt from failings of a 
fimilar nature. 


The elderly Gentlewoman, who had | 
hitherto maintained a ſtrict filence, now 


convinced me that I Judged uncharita- 


| _— 


«1 never,” aid ſhe, ce lobe to ik 
* much among ſtrangers, and could not 


« help wiſhing that the Lady who has 
« juſt left us had been of the ſame opĩ- 


& nion; but do not in the leaſt wonder 


« at the ſeverity with which ſhe treated 
0 dur noble companion. -The friend ſhe 
ex * has, indeed, great reaſons to 
1 84 © geipis 


„ 


— — . 


555 s 


by deſpiſe him, as the i injuries he has done 
< her family are irreparable.---Many, I 
« fear, there are in the world who have 


experienced equal proofs of his bru- 
« tality !” 


% Ts his Lordſhip married, Madam ? 


I never remember to have heard much 


© mention made of him---but no won- 
ha der, as the time when his follies muſt 
have been , moſt prevalent, was the 
e time of my childhood, and I have 


<< fince lived at too great a diſtance from 


the metropolis to be acquainted with 
« his character.“ at 


"106 Indeed, my dear young lady, you 
«© are miſtaken---his follies, or rather 


40 vices, 


(33 ) 2 0 


ec 60 vices, are but now in their meridian. 
Ka an aloes, is of a peculiar growth 
e — the pains with which his Lordſhip 
ho l cultivates his, ſhews him more ſkalful 


* than the generality of gardeners. He 
* has now nouriſhed them ſixty, years; 


? | © yet, I may venture to affirm, that the 
h ce bloſſoms are more numerous than 
a- thoſe of any other nobleman in Eng- 
Fr land. -In , anſwer to your queſtion 
ne (which I beg pardon for not anſwering 
e before), he has been married about four- 
m teen years, to a lady Qnee gematgablle 


th y 50 ber al of han and n 


4 brutality of his eden bave deprived 15 


* ** her of | her, ſpirits, rendered, her a foe 
be ce . ſociety 5 and drove her to e 


es, u 5 


„ 
1 4 
" | F „ * oy 


* 


1 


i e 


« ſtate of Þnebriety--the- pity of her 
40 e e N of her e e 


i; HON - : 'T T;,>4 


„Heavens! What a Sifvie: have 
&* you! given me! Sincerely do J pity a 
© woman under ſuch miſetable circum- 
6. ſtances— But is it not more than aſto- 
4 niſhing, that a perſon endowed with 

5 reaſonable faculties ſhould give way to 


«<4 propenſity, not only deteftable in 


«itſelf, but ſo perfectly injvrious to the 


es conſtitütien ? If her Lady hip has any 
4 ehildren, furely, for cheir ſakes, he | 


*r oüght to conquer) 4 weakneſs" to de- 
ke NevEtive to their fame debe 


4 


r“ geh: rin Huben pt! 2 4 35) 


50 Truss Madain;'t acknowledge the 
x aki 7 bit it is 
Dai! 


« © not 


its precepts. I have frequently heard it 


e urged, that there is a pleaſure in being 


© mad which none but madmen know. 
« — Thus argues Lady Des Lunettes— 


tn) &« © 
4 not every one that is bleſt with reaſon, 
ce who has refolution enough to obſerve 


e nor could any one perſuade her that 


& than that of drinking an oblivion to 
© her cares—She flies to wine as medi- 

© cine, in which ſhe. hopes to find all 
„s the ſoothing qualities of Lethe, and, 
t only when inſenſible, behiehes char 
© ſhe beet — 


Her the lage ſtopped: and, as the old 
Lady proceeded no farther, l was left to 
finiln the laſt three miles of my journey 


Dir. C6 without 


the world affords a greater happineſs 


1 FR 


* | ( 36 9 
without any other entertainment, than 
what my own reflections might produce. 


—To think aloud is no uncommon 
cuſtom with your friend; and in a ſoli- 


loquy, not altogether conſiſtent with my 


uſual gentleneſs, I condemned the vices 
of his Lordſhip—pitied, but could not 


extenuate, the weakneſs of his Lady.— 


SGood- nature, in the form of my guar- 
dian Sylph, twitghed me by the ſleeve— 


© Whoart thou, imperfe& mortal ! that 


thou thus dareſt to arraign the conduct 


d of thy neighbours ? Know henceforth, 


{© that no human being is exempt from 
© frailties, thyſelf not leſs erring than 


„thy tellow-creatures,” | ations 


ry 
* - * 
2 8 


Humbled 


- Ss a 


. 
Humbled by the reproof, I acknows 
ledged my infirmities, and exclaimed, in 


the words of Pope,— 


Teach me to feel another's woe, 
«© To hide the faults I ſee ; 
That mercy I to others ſhew, 
« That mercy ſhew to me.” 


I muſt now throw aſide my pen, and 
with my journey end my letter—Your 


frequent viſits at W. muſt have fur- 
niſhed you with ſome anecdotes relating 
to the family of Des Lunettes—When | 


you have no better ſubje& to employ 
your quill, do, my dear Clara, favour me 
with thoſe which are moſt remarkable; 
they'll ſerve to amuſe a leiſure hour, and 


—_ much entertainment to Mr, Brom- 


- 


field, | 


( 38 ) 
field, who is a piece of an oddity him- 
ſelf; and takes much nn in aer 
characters. — 


Sir Edward is arrived--an unknown 
voice ſalutes my ear—'tis melodious— 
and, conſequently, can iſſue from none 
of our ruſtic friends. | 


— 
BN ' 


My aunt is at my elbow— What 


ec writing till! Do, for goodneſs-ſake, 


Antonia, begin the taſk of dreſſing.— 
* This Clara of yours ingroſſes all your 
time: ſurely, ſuch a viſitor as Clinton 
« deſerves ſome ſhare of your attention. 
© I never ſaw ſuch an inſenſible! 


Who but yourſelf, when expecting 


* 1 of beaux to 0 (one '6t 


* 7 8 


- 


© 39 

te them no leſs reſpectable from his per- 

«« ſonal attraction than the largeneſs of 

ce his fortune), would fit till almoſt three 

e o'clock with her night- cap over her 
(e face, and not a ſingle preparation 

ce made for the adornment of her perſon! 

& If you do not immediately throw aſide 

your writing, I will abſolutely go 

© down and fend Mr. Bromfield and 


ec Sir . to en _ 

; be. en 

. “No male Abjgails, 70 50 dear ir Mas 

r c dam--Five minutes will ſerve to adjuſt 
1 my hair---ani equal number to throw 
. con my night-gown---a very ſhort pe- 

! {© riod for other ornaments, and in a 
2 5 quarter of an hour the whole buſineſs 
t tc of the toilette will be finiſhed. Permit 
1 


me 


- 
- 
* 
wy . 
F 
* 
* — 
. 5 4 
- . 
. * 
9 
* 
1 
T 1 


( 49 ) 
e me jaſt to fold my letter, and the im- 


*< portant-taſk ſhall be LY at- 
88 ac to,” 


©« 1I-go; but remember that your 
company will be expected in the draw- 
ing room within this half. hour.“ 
I muſt now ſeriouſly bid you adieu, 
or ſhall not be dreſſed by four, -- and, 
conſequently, ſhall have the mortification 


of entering the dining room with the 
n. courſe - 


—_ 


- Write — . a- 
bove all, do me the honor to believe me, 
Moſt n, your 

KG Hf ANTONIA, 


LETTER Il. 
7 Miſs HARLEV to Mis SEDLEY, 


Hampſtead. 


OUR entertaining letters found me, 
dear Antonia, in a fituation more 


pitiful than can well be oonceived -I had 

been informed of your diſaſter, but not 
that it terminated ſo happily. By ſome 
miſtake your firſt epiſtle was miſ- ſent to 

Hempſtead, and I did not receive it till 
the arrival of your, laſt—The Captain 


had dined the preceding day. at Sir Harry 
Ecſedale's ; and while they were at din- 
ner a gentleman came in who had heard 


P 


% * 
W » 
* 


G 


of your misfortune in paſſing through 


Hadleigh, but was not ſufficiently ac- 


quainted wich the particulars to tell him 
in what manner you had proceeded on 
the remainder of your journey. When 
he, came home, I was expreſſing my 
ſurprize that I had not yet heard from 
you----when the worthy ſoul related 
what had happened, and, with his ac- 
| eviſtomary good:narure, lamented hav- 
| ing intrufted you to the care of ſervants, 
and declared, the next viſit ou fayoured 


Us with, he would take upon himſelf 


the care of re · oducting you to the 
Fart“ But, continued he, te do not 
ve afflict yourfalf; Clara“ (for the ready 
tear Rarted in my eye); „I make no 
Jas: doubt but Miſs Sedley ſoon met with 


0 Loa con- 


« 2 


« { 


ao 


( 43 ) 
« z'conveyance—perhaps, indeed, not 
* quite ſo elegant as her o-] J but, as 
« ſhe received no injury from the acci- 
«dent, 'twas immaterial whether the 
carriage ſhe met with was a ſtage or 
«Y Wa s cart.“ | 


= d © CAS EA 


. d not e ſmiling at the idea 

of your being mounted on the latter, 

though quite unhappy to know my ami- 

able friend: Haboring under the ſmalleſt 

diſcuky; but, in fo public a road; was 

willing to flatter myſelf, that, if a chaiſe 

could not be procured, you had at leaſt 

met with a ſtage; and did not ſuffer 

the ſuppoſition of your having travelled 

with geeſe and chickens one moment to 5 
be ele thoughts, Gviight Cad» - * 3 

7 * mitting | 9 


' 
| 


| 

{ 

[ 

: 

4 

Wl 

| 

| 
1 

| 

{ 1 
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(4). | 
mitting there had been any room for it) 
I doubt not, but many beings endued 


with the powers of ſpeech might have 
proved much more troubleſome and far 


leſs entertaining. 


While dwelling on this adventure, 


and accuſing the ſervants of negligence, 


my Mama entered the parlor. 


$, 


,% A prize, for Jounnifitear!—Twwo 


of letters at once The addreſs ſeems 
eto be the writing of your Antonia,” 


L eagerly took them from the hands 


of Mrs. Elvin, and, my carneſtneſs 


to become acquainted Withithe contents, 
almoſt divided them in quarters; but 


ued 
ave 


far 


ure, 


its, 
but 


to your Clara - Ves, my; dear, I do you. 


growth, too ſacred for the rude tal 


my unpatience "fo wbt 2 4 1 
found that the friend of my affeQions, 
was under the, pag nt her guar: 
dians—fſafe in ther my{caſc.— 
| . 8 
I doubt not, "bu your ſituation” 4 
Mr. Bromfield's was — 
of ſome compariſons not unfavourable | 


3 


the juſtice to believe you fincere in our 
profeſſions and am, like you, con- | 
vinced, that friendſhip is a plant of} Tar... es: 


OI" eee 


1 wiſh © you may "find Þ 6 "oi 
companion in. Maria Wejllſſllthio=— FO * 
Mind, e that I ce: * 


FS 


- 6 * 3 

: , S % 
; * . = 
- g 0 


1 * 
«ow th an * ac- 
Auaintance and a ſincere friend che 


2. * af the former permit Maria 
: "I 3 _ 4 reſign to no 


©... 
Ws i 


1 ie een of 

peda faſpi picion, v2 this Sir Ed- 
ward Clinton will convince Miſs Sedley 
that ſhe has a heart capacious enough 
to entertain both Love and Friendſhip.--- 
beard much of his merit and ac- 
ION 8 and tis the accompliſh- 
ect can have any hopes of pene- 

Nene a os < pris as my. Ae 8. 
E 1 "The line 3 0 "wy to nie 
1 _ Fate 1 ie more firmly ſecure your 
* „ 34 Load CON» 


1a 
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(. 49, Y. 

conqueſt. Dreſs can be no addition to 

a form ſo perfect. ---Captain Elvin de-., 

clared the other day to my Mama (che 

dear foul Was not. jealous), that when he 
beheld Miſs Sedley in her French night: 
cap and neat chipp d hat, he ae N 
bean RFPS in 0 Hoe 8 words, | 


+} 
« „ Loyelineſs bed not. the 5 aid. 
of ornament, 
« But js, when banda, "adorn'd the. 


Iam: ez of his n and ae 
it a pity, one, who ſhines ſo. much r 


deſhabills, ſhould ever undergo the 2 1 * 4 
tigue of dreſſing; but certain "forms 1 
nn 3 
abuliſhed :: 8! | 
| 4 And I 


1 48 ) 
And ſo you had the happineſs E us 
velling with Eord Des Lunettes---I will 
not ſay honor; for the company of ſuch 
1 a character cannot reflect honor on any 
ww. one. .I have been told his Lord- 
3 generally prefers the ſtage to any 
| other carriage whether from a plan of 
| ceconomy I know not ; but am rather 
i inclined to ſuppoſe it proceeds from a 
WW - | defire of conyerling with his kindred 
| * ſouls - though muſt be ſevere enough 
| to think that end is ſeldom anſwered, as, 
1 dare aver, be never yet met with one 
eee as by OWN— | 
"ig A = We 
"0 Ren 2 in the 1 leaſt & furprizcd at the 
made of his diſcovering bimſelf.—no 
- - Other proof was wanting to convince 


* * * * n 


4 


f i 
A& £4 } 5 1 7 you 
* 


( #9 ) 
you of his meannefs. © Conſcious that 
nothing favourable could be faid of him, , 


of fore throat and putrid fever had nearly 
er deprived me of my faithful Sally : ſhe 
1a was ſo much reduced by her diſorder, 
red that I was under the neceſſity of ſending 
gh her back by the firſt packet; and, as 1 
as, could not do without a ſervant, 1 ap- 
one plied to a lady of our acquaintance to 
procure me a temporary one for I did 
not rend to Vie her home with me.— 
the e | 
-=NO In a few * Pee bd who 
ince wiſhed for the honor of ſerving me — 


he very wiſely choſe to avoid a retro- 
ſpection of his conduct. En 


: V 
While I was at Paris laſt ſummer, a 


one in particular, who. ſaid ſhe had lived 
Vor- J. ; D in 


| > © 
in many Engliſh families of quality. 
Thoſe of Lord H—g—n and Lord Des 


Lunettes were n * as * mel 
noble. 


A very ſorry recommendation, thought 
I. · but deſired to know in what e 
* lived in the latter. 


| 


6 J'etois gourernante pl 61 ale, Ma- 
6c dame---vous m'entendez---il n'y a a- 
** cune autre perſonne aupres delle Dat 
« is, I was her governels--- inſtructed 
© her enla langue Frangoiſe, and helped 
© her to deſtroy le mauvais accent 

which her Ladyſhip had acquired 
eguparavyant . — ,, 


% tone: 101 501 1 
0. anther helped, o impor ber in 
I 5 it 


8 


' > 8 


ht 
ty 


las 


LT: 


ent 
red 


os 


% trop de galanterie- his ſon ' was 


(OED 
it. But pray; Mademoiſelle, - how 
6 long did you continue in the family ? 
Lady Charlotte muſt have been very 
* POT? in ſuch an inſtructreſs. T 

f. 39 cri std 

o foil devious 1 Madame.-I was 
6c « with her einque ſemaines dat is, one 
6e month and one _ 
gl Aromen N 2817 VOL 

8 05 les pray, might b th os 
= fon o your inn" y jon 
0 nad gvsd on blu 

Je vous demande pardon, 


« dame---non, non, je n'etois pas ren- 
<-voyee-->[-diſmifſed'myſelf--2My Lord 


5. very fick je ne pouvois le ſouffrir- 


* DPut is, I told him it was hors de prò- 


pos to tin of love when Lord 
bochlie: D 2 « lay 


C32) 
« lay at de point of death.---His Lord- 
re ſhip was in de great paſſion - com- 
ce. plained to his houſe-keeper dat I was 
% pontie rien. I have beaucoup de ref- 
ie ſentiment and, to prevent future in- 
< ſults, packed up mes hardes, and im- 
mediately quitted de family.” 

« You was very commendable for fo 

doing: but ſurely Lord L—— was 
e not very dangerouſly ill, or his father 
could not have been ſo deſtitute of 


A. e Busche 7057 HH. 1 
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Tout WY eſt fort ial; 2 very 
true upon my honor De phyſicians 
had given him over even tought he 


) 


could nat live ;juſqui*/i-matin--T' was 


£ ſent toinſorm his Lordſhip, dat, if he 
vil * 80 | wiſhed 


* 


C33.) 


© wiſhed to ſee de young Gindemas 
& alive, it would be proper to come im- 
«© mediately. De tear of hypocriſy ſtart 
«ed in his eye :---to loſe a ſon was 
more dan he could bear ;---and; juſt _ 
« as I tought he was going to riſe. in 
« order to beſtow on de poor child his 
ic laſt bleſſing, be trew. on his robe de 
chambre, bolted de door of his apart-. 
« * ment, and, O facre Dieu! ſwore it 
was in} my power to conſole him for, 
*f all his troubles.— This, Madame, was 
* un homme, who, but de evening be- 
4 fore, had ſtood tree whole hours in 
* one poſture, from which all de per- 
ir ' ſuafions of his family could not rouſe 
« him; and when dey did he declared, 
« * dat his grief for Lord L— had al- 
D 3 moſt 


. 

"4. moſt deprived him of his ſenfibility, 
<« and even taken from him de * 
of 1 8d 


A true diſſembler indeed ! Made- 


„ moiſelle-1 am glad you left him as 


60 you did - but Þ fear your aceompliſn- 
& ments are fuperior to the fervice for 
&«. which 1 wanted you- Should I know 


©. any lady who has occaſion for a wo- 


man of yobr talents, will mention you; 


but the wages 1 ſhould give woald not 


* "be worth your acceptabice;* — " 


_ truth h %, ny dear, I did not TY 


' UG : 10 


her appearance... She ſeemed i to have too 
great a ſhare of levity about ber, and Was 


befides far too handſome for an Abigail. 
_ Han : 
; Her 


© 
0 
as 
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ge cages. Anat N val f 
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Her atiecdote' of Lord Des Lunettes 
perfectly correſponds with the reſt of his 
character. I think tis a great pity our 


late Ariſtophanes did not introduce 


bim in the chamber of diſmals with 


Lady Kitty Crocodile Should they 


ever happen to meet in the regions of 
not unlikely), how ſuperlatively happy 
5 713 in each - eee ail 
Fat * () 241814 
eee ee 1 be en- 
gaged, are now coming up the lawn--- 
| know-youll envy w, Antonia--we 
% ed going apt 1 Ek 


1 175 Iz, row. 
. e en PRA wns voi bin 
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Cy 


0 56 ) 
The hermitage in the wilderneſs is 
fixed on as the moſt agreeable receſs 
this ſultry weather can afford, and Nancy 
Barford is to read to us Mrs. Macaulay's 
Hiſtory of England (which you know 
We had nearly finiſhed when you left 


ns) is, for the preſent, laid afide, and a 
book which Mr. Selvyn met with at the 
Grove is ſubſtituted in its place Per- 
haps you have ſeen it, tis Letters from 


Henrietta to Morvina---and, he affures 


5 n, ere, X 


11 that * very been to "IF 625 
you; tis the only ſolace I can receive 
for your abſence, my friend and if you 
find any amuſement in ſometimes hear- 


ing little events relating to the Des Lug C 


nette family, I' Il not fail ſending 20 che 


— 


1 


* 


2 
i 9 


bod 


oo i. 


derneſs—and there wants only the addi- 


EY 0892-2) 
memoirs of - the preſent Earl---or rather 


an abridgement of them Hut you 


muſt not be impatient, as, it in all proba- 1 


bility, it will furniſh ' ſufficient ſubject. 


for a ſcore of letters. Though the de- 
teſtation of his neighbours, the pecy- 
liarities of his diſpoſition afford them no 
ſmall fare of entertainment---I there 
fore make 06 doubt but i it may be Pro- 5 
ductive of ſome trifling diverſion to ihe | 3 
inhabitants of Woodly,— £ ooeturp 85 


5 1 


— 


in 


Adieu bor, nents is the word! 1 
but my company wait for me in the wil- 


tion of Miſs Sedley to compleat our little 
ſociety but that's a happineſs now 
* Shed for by her ſincere e 

| "CLARA: 
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H Clara, ts fatal are "your 
prognoſtications .- This Sir Ed- 


9 91107 | 


ward---Would to Heayen I. had neyer 
teen him le loves, my. dear—his 


ſuſceptible heart Was, on the firſt. .coup 


d'oeil, truck with the charms of Maria 
Wentworth---Neyer « did I fo truly feel 
my « own infignificance---never did envy 


find. ſuch eaſy acceſs to the boſom of 
your | friend The ſty le too in which 


ſhe was drefſed---frightfully inelegant !-- 


ribbons ſufficient to haye adorneda milk- 
maids  garland---and. ſpangles enough 


8 1 


& by 


Fel YO On Wb a OP 


*% 


* 
=. 


P'S 
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conqueſt, and was careful to improve. 


BT. 0 
* ( 99 ) 


0 bare bedecked a tragic Queen. 


Well, there's no accounting for 
taſte Had you ſeen his eyes wander 
from one to the other you. would have 
pitied my contuſion j but it was plain 
that the ſuperior charms of Miſs Went- 
worth ſoon. rendered him infenüble to 
every other object. True Blue gne 
would ſuppoſe his motto for the ſack/ 
ſhoes, and ribbons of his fair one were 


all of that coloun She perceived her 


it for never did 1 behold. e 
eee rf tonngh; h bd 
9 qieq 07-3285 fy TI bt 0 2849 21s ith * 
Lee econ mails 


one, that * vo longer hade. an · 


Waste De opp 1; 


opportunity of * him with ſuck 


Oe" O 


| en attracted by external ap- 


durable that bid my heart to palpitate 


We Le yet fm any triss älen of it: 


„ # 


Rs 

; As 660 as we withdrew, © Well, 
my dear NIiſs Sedley, how fares your 
t heart? Mine, I vow to Heaven, is in 
i fine palpitation——Did you ever 
ec ſee ſuch a * man as this Sir 


{ 7 


Indeed, A, ee yok ber 
a very diſſatisfactory anſwer I am 


e pearance - the charms muſt be more 


e may have merit, but neither you 


nee N. 
. 86 ready 


ee. ) 


te ready to give my opinion of him 
at preſent can only ſay; that his per- 
+ fon is not Re 2 I 
2 « Net frightfulls.-Wich what indiffe« 
« tence do you ſpeak of the moſt irre- 
« ſiſtable object and eee, 
r Werne * 


1 That may be — or, perhaps, the 
© moſt itreſiſtable that ever yet bleſt 
your eyes but, ſurely, we are not to 
e infer that the man is an angel, becauſe 
* he is not quite ſo . as the 

ee, s of VIA, 


1 


eee moan 5 * 


ant What, (Polling caps for the 
It * Baronet 


(66 ) * 
«Baronet already?“ - No, indeed, 
my dear Madam; you are miſtaken - 
I have been telling Miſs Wentworth 
„ that I can as yet ſee nothing ſo very 

attractive in our new: viſitor but the 
reaſon may perhaps be, becauſe my 
8. e 
* ble materials 


* Maris 'redtlened 7 but, as tes wis 
brought On Pſi of re- 
Gentlemen. * fi8.3t not 


It! L + o 
* . * 4 þ 1 

44 = ES * % i 7 f 

. o 


A chair a mine was vacant---and, 
AS it happened to be the firſt, Clinton 
ew himfelf negligently into it. but, 

as if fearful of being, 00 near mer die 


42001 8 17 


| the . 


(435 


c ſome diſtance from its former place.— 
1 ſoon perceived the reaſon · his fair en- 
flaver had fixed herſelf vis-a-vis a large 


mirror, in which he could have an 


ty without attraRting the obſervation of 


” 


Ti 


weg tea a path was vida by 
Mr. Bromfietd, and agreed to by us all; 
but, as ſome of the Ladies were fond of 
angling, it was on condition that we 
were allowed to take our rods . — 


: * 
. * * 4 ® * 4. % 2 
. 2 $3.5 a. 4 


Right women as I live--never cafy 
put when throwing out baits—ls it 
"hes fufftcient that ye-cnftive hearts 

without extending your power to the 
9 4 | * _y | 


( 64 ) 
i finny tribe I wiſh ſome of ye while 
thus ſerenely angling are not caught 
« yourſelves—thoſe who boaſt of hearts 
« invulnerable (throwing a  fignificant 


glance at your Antonia) are far moſt 
y.enſnared.” 


— 


Heavens thought I, what a poor 
diſſembler muſt I be, if my guardian 
has already perceived my folly—No, it 
cannot be—Accuſtomed to aſſiduities— 

I only feel myſelf piqued that another 
mould be the object of them Antonia 


0 

Sedley never can feel a partiality for a * 

ag whom ſhe had never ſeen, till with- thre 

in theſe few hours---one, too, with whom ther 

n ſen- 38 5 

TL n 7th aide: 1 oni. rh 
Ga oe We 


| CG) | 
We walked—we fiſhed—the evening 
was delightful—but till was wanting, 
that chearfulneſs you often tell me is my. 
greateſt ornament, —I caught a perch, 
releaſed. i it from the hook, and, throwing. 
it on the graſs, was again letting down. 
my! line into the water — The flutterings 
of the poor captive awakened my ſenſi· 
bility : 1 took it in my hand, and, caſt- 
ing on it a look of compeliog, Rome 
2gain into obe r river. 


; 


6 5% . 12 
: OTE _— 


c 


ow eee ain r. fat! breath — 
ed a voice behind me ; but, as there was 
three or four gentlemen ſtanding togee 
ther, - tell frm Mine” 


» 


4 ſuch an unſkilful angler ?—Why I, 


( 66 © 

At that moment Maria came runniog 
Stag me—— Well, Miss Sedley, 
© how many captives have you taken? 
Not one as I live! Was there ever 


& Who. do not angle half ſo often, have 
2 caught above a dozen; —fee' how 
y wy lay gaſping on the turf x — 


b a fg ht which gives no plea- 
&« ſure I envy none the {kilt of giving 
cc pain—1I caught one poor perch, but, 
moved with its dumb complaints, re- 
6 es if to > its ae r 


4 Y 7 * 
5907 8 it 1 


— 


4e Ha! ba! ha UI Kad my dear, 
« you ever eat them---thank Heaven 
«© I'm not fo tender hearted.” 
1 c“ There 


C024 

There is a great difference, Miſs 
« Wentworth, between eating of the 
« proviſions that are brought to our 
c table and depriving them of life — for 
E inſtance, you are fond of lamb, but 
* could you have the cruelty to depriwe 
« one: of thoſe ionocent -creatures of 
its life 2— I acknowledge tis -necef- 


4 fary that ſome part of the exeatiom 


* ſhould be deſtitute of thoſe tender 
ic ſenſations which adorn a womanr hu 
& ſhould ever deteſt the ſoul wo was 
*« inſenſible to. the feelings 9 huma- 


c nit | 29 2 Au 

; di 

« The ſheep, which bleeds beneath the, 
knife, 2 N * 


- Looks up, and of the butcher begs its 


. 
F — * 


7 


= = _— 1 — \ 
N ; , * —— 
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_ « others do; but, if unfortunate enough 


( 68 5 

Every thing endued with breath, 5 
however diminutive in ſize, has ſuffi- 60 
cient ſenſibility to betray repugnance &« 
«at the approach of death, and has 5 
neceſſary the animal creation ſhould 7 
die for the uſe of the human, is 66. 
© evident from the abundance of their « 
inereaſe Ä hut, though not philoſo- 4 
pher enough to live on fruits and bs 
© herbs, I am ſo much a friend to hu- BF | 
* manity, that I would never encourage pat: 
« the commiſſion of murder for the 
40 ſake of amuſement; much leſs enjoy 
W a ſatisfaction i in looking on the mile- 
ries 1 had created. angle becauſe 


60 to be ſucceſsful, the po 1 feel far 
out: balances the pleaſl 


=. CW} 
h, 4 One would ſuppoſe you a deſcen- 
n- « dent of Penelope, Miſs Sedley ; for, 
& like her, you take a pleaſure in doing 
and undoing—My maxim is ever to 
« retain what I have caught Call it 
© want of pity - want of feeling or 
*© by whatever name you pleaſe -in my 
deſence I ſhall only urge that tis in 
d the way of the wore 35 


= cad rather think the TOI | —_ 
er deſcendent of Minerva,” cried Mr. wy 
Stanhope, who had been liſtening to our f 
argument, ——** Such ſentiments conſti- 
« tute all that's lovely i in a female —By 
e heavens! Miſs Sedley, you'll do mote* 
* miſchief at Woodly than ever damſel 
« did betvee you—Herez are three or four 

4 


oft by 


© 7 ) | 
= of. my friends already dying to de. 
4 clare their paſſion—and, could I think 
«it poſſible you could like- an old-fel- 


** low, I ſhould myſelf be tempted to 
« become their rival. 


* 
1 


e Merit at every age is reſpectable, 
« Sir. | As a friend, you $ a large 
« ſhare'of my eſteem, and, I am ſure 
6 (laughing at his drollery), you would 
4 not ſerioufly wiſh me to think of you 
in any n N l 


* And ay not, pray * bene at 
me with arch ſignificance. 5 


_ Becauſe x am fure you haye too 


5 4 uch! underſtanding.” 
« Di 


py 4 3 

Do you imagine it then impoſſi- 
« ble for a man of my age to love you 
6 tenderly ? “ No- Sir; but do 
"7 you imagine. it t paſſible for a woman 
« ee you. nd 1 


le- 
nk 
el- 

to 


«} 


0 Why I vhink. he nd anabe 


le, * doubted, faith.----But as I am unſuc- 
* «  cesfu} in pleading my own, cauſe, 
re 


6c « perhaps I may be more ſucceſsful in 
« that of wy friend.” xk ad: 


4 


zuld 
you 


of 1% Markt ee lends ts own--«to no 
© other advocate ſhall. L give car nd 
L took the arm of Maria (who looked 
very ſerious during our little dialogue); 
and walked towards the company. 


g * 


too 


1 771 0 1” ; 3 | ' | kc £ 
0 Do 82 A , 3 See, 


"WK _ 
en) : 

© « See, Clinton, what it is to be 
* old“ (addreſſing bimſelf to Sir Ed- 


ward). 1 have been making love this ws 
er half. hour, and have at laſt had the Fi 
4 mortification to be rejected. How 12 
* would your impetuoſity have brooked 1 
* ſuch FOE" — 50 
1 cannot tell, Mr. Stanhope, unleſs = 
« a ſimilar one had been experienced. 8 þ 
« My maxim is never to diſcloſe my a 1 
« paſſion till perfectly aſſured that I am 7 
pretty well in the good graces of the ill f 
* lady-<-By: this' means 1 avoid 'diſap- 47 
% pointments, as, when ſecure of her 
L e . run e riſk of 3 a 4 
40 rejection. £ = 
4 


- * IT > l ; 66 A 
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( 28 
A very ſafe method of proceeding,” 
cries Mr. Bromfield : but may I aſk 
« you, Sir, by what, particular ſigns 
« you. diſcqver the fair one's predilec- 
4 bon Il thought it the moſt difficult 
« taſk 1 in life to learn the true ſtate of a 
« {my mind.“ 9 J . 15 A 


* 


: « « Not to thoſe * * jw 5 
« that pleaſing ſcience their ſtudy,—— 
60 There sone invariable rule by which 
* you cannot err When a lady ap- 
e pears moſt to hate you, aſſure yaur- - 
« * ſelf you are moſt tenderly beloved. — 


poor I muſt be in a fine hobble.—— 
7 « Step forward, Mrs. Bromfield, and an- | 
_ Vow l. | E «© ſwer 


| «aye! aye.!--Is that your ck TE : 


Of 


G 1 
cc ſwer for yourſelf.ͥ Here is a friend of 
« Fours averting, that, when your ſex 
< appear to have the greateſt averſion 
<< to the other, they have, in reality, 
« the greateſt affection for them. If 
* it is really true that you ladies are 
« actuated by the rules of contrariety, 
% what am I to think of you who have 
„ ever ptofeſſed for me the fincereſt 
attachment? Muſt I infer from hence 
ce that you ol cordially ples oy: 

dg Heaven forbid !“ replied the dear . 
woman. « Sir Edward ſhould remem- 
a ber, that general inferences ſhould 
4 not be drawn "ww the conduct 
«of individuals. 1 acknbwledge i 
5 a mode atoprd by fone of our ll 


e ſox... 


n Ane it away.“ 


— 


* 


Ces 


„ ſex but by no means approved in 
* general. as worthy of imitation- 
Nor do I think it would be ever 
practiſed, if ingenuouſneſs on our 
part did not excite contempt on 
yours. While uncertain of your 
power, no ſacrifice is too great, no taſk 
* too arduous, to convince us of your 


& afftection - but the moſt trifling re- 


e turns, the ſmalleſt conceſſions of ours, 
diſſolve the charm Tis the difficulty 
* only which ſeems to make the conqueſt 
valuable — to ſigh for a heart, and oy 
* polſels 3 it, appear materially different,” 


"The trifle once gain', like a chil 
WOT at bis play, 
4. Soon the wanton grows weary, and 


E a 


« Fanden 


016 2), 
«© Pardon thi; dear Sir; I ſpeak not 
4 from experience: but I wifi to con- 
-* yince your friend, chat it is neceſſity, 


rather than nature; which draws on 


females the cenſure of diſingenuity. 


Were your ſex leſs inconſtant, ours 
. can hogs ann 1 * 
TING r 22 I” 520 _ 201 


My uncle eee nd with 
her anſwer.—“ Now, Sir ere what 
40 do Flag ads for Adee A | 


0 1 ſtand corrected. Sir; tine am in- 
«finitely obliged to Mrs. Bromfield for 
ſetting me right. -The ſpirit, with 

„ which ſhe ſtands forth the champion 
of hey ſex, convinces me, that the 


« caprice of which we too often ac- 
nöbns *2 Ws... 5 66 
| 6 cuſe 


Ai a. a. 


AC 


— 5 


ith 
nat 


in- 
for 
zith 
ion 
the 
ac- 
cuſe 


Thus ended the harangue; and, as 


fiſning-tackle and walked towards the 


would offer ber his arm, declared ſhe 


£ for: A oe ; $3 * 


255 maid.- | l F | WILLY 


mY 

| 77 ) 
te eule them; is, in a great —— 
« owing to our own behaviour.“ 


the de w began to fall, we put up our 


© = +% 


* * . 
* 4 * 7 - TL; i S ; T1, 2 
* 


Maria, in hopes that the Baronet 


was fatigued to death, and, the better o 


accompliſh her deſign, lagged Auers or 
four yards behind the comp 


3 


Angabought I dneſſs Wa whe 
— belle, but n e 


e E 3 41 hope 


_. 
( 78 ) 
„ hope you are not — 
1 « Mil Wentworth.“ * 


( O, no, my dear but am perfect- 
« ]y tired with my walk.” 


The ſcheme took, but not equal to 
her wines. 


44 Do, Mik — cried Mr. 
Dormer, let me have the ee 

of ene wy | 

48 Sir you do me 1 but I'm 
not ſo very tired as to require aſſiſt- 
© ance we n n be at 
66 home.“ 


4 


841 | 56 Come 


0 


r. 


* 


% 


1 delicate objec- 
tions- the ladies will all follow our 


| 70 
— exam le.“ 9 
5 P 


2 And 1,” cried fab. cc will 
« have the pleaſure of pairing them.“ 


« As maſter of the ceremonies, Sir 
© Edward, I honor you with the arm 
of Miſs Sedley—Mrs. Bromfield I re- 
« ſerve to myſelf, aud ber good man 
te hall have the happineſs of conduct 

ing Miſs Dornier.“ 


lden ht , tur 
ſpoke, would not permit us to be of- 
fended - we each took our allotted,parte 


ner — but the countenance- of Maria 


8 E4 - «plainly 


75 


6 


plainly teſtified her aso une and 
diſſatisfaction . 217 Of 


Clinton appeared to regret it alſo— 
perhaps I only thought ſo; but, though 
perfectly entertaining and converſable, 
an uncommon reſerve ſeemed to accom- 
pany every word he ſpoke. 


What a deal of folly am I troubling 


you with—but I do it, Clara, to ſhew 


you that your regard for your Antonia 
makes you behold her attractions in 


Fd 5 OP . 
the mirror of partiality even a Went- 


worth has ſufficient charms to eclipſe 


. _ Sir 


. 
5 


3 F K 3. 4 


- 
ne? 


R * )) 
Sir Edward. Heavens! can my pen 
'write on no other ſubject?— He ſtays. 
with us a fortnight, my dear; and that 
Mrs. Wentworth may not be wanting 
in reſpect to our viſitor or kindneſs to 
her daughter, ſhe has this morning ſent 
a card with a general invitation to Ane — 
wih her to- morr — "Ot 


&+ * 7 { 
1A - 


. REIN Was _ diverted with 


your little anecdote, and promiſes him- 
ſelf mueh amuſement in the hiſtory 


you -zntend me. Don't imagine, 
Clara, that I honor him with the peru- 
ſal of your letters No- no- -that is a 
happineſs engroſſed wholly by myſelf; 
but when any thing occurs that I think 
will afford'a ſmile, I read it aloud that 


Kind rue. E 5 my 


(> Yy- 
my worthy, friends may have the plea- 
ſure of nee with me. 


* 


18 you ſhould find any ding very 
amuſing i in the Letters from Henrietta to 
Morvina, do, my dear, encloſe, them 
with my French work-bag (which, I 
believe, you'll find in Mrs. Elvin's 
dreſſing- room), and fend them by the 
Northampton waggon.—Right women, 
Mr. Bromfield ſays, never return from 


a viſit without leaving KING be- 
hind them 


N | 


© v3 
£1 


But tis proper now to give you 
ſome reſpite— Adieu, „ 
Judge favorably f | 
Vert 1.243 ANTONIA. 


* 
*** 
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you Jak found: me on the 3 
-10-Wagglly.——Qur old friend, 
Bromfield, bas, after forty-five; years 
| freedom; reſigned his liberty to a ſpiny! 
ſter bout five years younger than ham- 
ſelf-6bur, allowing far the difference be- 
tween. twice twenty and eighteen, 1 is, in 
the true ſenſe of the word, a molt ami- | 
able and 3 woman. ee ; 
tine, hr nod bed 3.008 


| 220 1 3 2 
8 : . , : T «$*$ 
21000 E 6 1 had 5 


— 


ec 4%) 

I had received ſeveral invitations to e 
make them a ſhort viſitation „ before 1 | 
could prevail upon myſelf to comply 
with their ſollicitations- - for, between 


pou and I, there is in my opinion no 
fituation ſo irkſome as that in which . 
_.. one, finds. oneſelf. in the habitation of a 2, 
| new-married pair.---But a fourth letter 66; 
| from my friend; in which he warmly ce 
expatiated on the charmsgg#” 4 Miſs Sed- 600 
ley, whoſe guardian he was become © 
tom bis marriage with her aunt; deter- 3 
milked me to reinain no longer refrac- * 
cory to his wiſhes; and 1 immedigtely de 
1 —— J 
* ; TETER | 87 * De 2 
9 ag 1 Huh been . Wr at the farm 
I * * 1 0 A before rf 
4.x | | 


LR "0 WS 


. W 


C 


n 
before the object for whom I had un- 


dertaken the journey deigned to bleſs 


me with her preſence. & I cannot 
„think what is become of Antonia, 
feral times, n Mr. ee 

3 1 n the 1s Pe to „18 
& Harley,” replied his help- mate; 1 64 but 
cc) Tu MP. and dee her that the 4 


881108 034 14 1 175 7 q 3 
She did b bi but rethrnsd tka ka 


bout half an hour afterwards'the 
pened---She's come, thought I, 


and; by an uncommon impulſe, I almoſt. 


few to meet her. A bo 


1 he firſt glance undeceived, merit 


Fn? * . 
FD; is 
oy cannot 


186) 
cannot be, or Brorafield's taſte muſt be 
W altered. 


46 How "Ron you HO ths this 
« unexpected viſit. I am ſure Miſs 
«© Wentworth, my niece, will be agree- 
< ably furprized, for, by this time, ſhe 
« en you far on your 83 to 


4 An unlooked-for accident has 
« obliged us to defer it till 
8 But n is e e Madayff” — 


ot EM + F 4 „ 5 4 


Ben In dr. e eee bur in a 
« few minutes I expect ber.“ 


u impatience increaſed 3 be per 
s | * 


*% 2 2 
6 + 8 & 


© 4 V &> 


(0) 
fon of | Miſs Wentworth (though a 
pretty. girl) did not ſufficiently engage 
my attention, to make me longer that 
* more lovely was ee 


At Hf ſhe entered, and convinced 
10h for once in my life I had ſeen 

woman truly beautiful The enchant- 
— of her behaviour, and the 
ſtile in which ſhe was dreſt, beſpoke 
a mind, alſo, as pure and faultleſs as 
her perſon. 


; Ae ladies had taken ſeats nearly op- 
polite me, my eyes involuntarily ſtrayed 
from one to the other but how far ſus 

perior was the lovely Sedley —Miſs 
W 5 though educated in the 


Egli 141 country, 


| C.6 
country, could ſupport the ſtare of cu- 
rioſity without a bluſh—but the-cheeks 
of the ſweet Antonia received an addi- 
tional glow, whenever (and it was not 
ſeldom). I chanced to glance my eyes 
towards her. Angry with myſelf for 
having occafioned her the ſmalleſt de- 
gree of confuſion-- I puniſhed myſelf 
by looking only on Maria, and had the 
mortification to obſerve that it was at- 
tributed to admiration—— 

Had Miſs Sedley been out af the 
queſtion, in all probability, her friend 
would have appeared in a far different 


point of view; but in vain was her 
tranſparent boſom contraſted by the 
aure of her gown- -in vain did the 
ſmiles 


i 141 Ga 
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files: p16 dimples play upon her 


cheek——one' glance from the ſolt, 


at that moment I wiſhed for no greater 


happineſs, than that of anne ſe 


— on her charms, 


* "43 
a rr hy ; A . 117% 110 
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The wars wide hater Highs with 


. 


pleaſure---we dined, drank tea, and walk- 
ed---not one minute hung heavy on my 
hands. To be near her was ſuffi- 


ciebt-=-for fear of giving new alarms to 
her delicacy, I did not onee e 


be particular in Wy attentions, | > BW 


„ 
. 10 Gila A'S { it: C13 $268 


A perſon Wm a with 
the movements of the heart, . 


* N. * 
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had fixed me incouteſtably her on 


— 


y | 408.7 
from my behaviour, have thought they 
had diſcovered an early dawning of at- 
tachment to Miſs Wentworth. Vanity 
whiſpered her it was ſo; and, if I have 
any ill in phyſiognomy, Miſs Sedley 


Unwilling as I was to leave Clinton- 
Lodge, I have promiſed my good friends 
to continue with them a fortnight; but 
for that favor they are entirely indebted 
to the charms of their lovely ward. 
Her fortune I find is not inferior to her 
beauty -ſiſteen thouſand pounds at her 
doun diſpoſal. the day ſhe comes of age, 
and ten more at the death of Mrs. 
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( 
y Miß Wentworth, too, I find, is an 
t- heireſs of no deſpicable fortune · Should 
y you. be inclined to ſpend a few days in 
e trifling,. the friend of Clinton will, I'm 


y ſure, be welcome---for hol] pitality and 


good. humour is the motto of Jack 
| Bromfield.— In the ſociety of Maria, 


n- you may loſe the remembrance of your 
ds faithleſs Caroline---in perſon, ſhe is not 


at uolike her her ; ;-and, from her being honored 


d with the title of Miſs Sedley's S friend, 


Ot 2 3 3* 
mould e her interval merit not 


er | befs conſpicuous / than her exterior 
er cbarms.—.— 5 
e, | 


my window, which commands the fineſt 
mY 235 in the world (I mean of the 
land- 


The ladies are juſt now paſſing under 


| 


1 5-0-3 
landſcape kind), and their additional 
figures in tlie front ground of the piece 
have rendered it an entire Arcadia.—l 
fly to join them---a ramble before break. 
faſt peverally produces t the 2 falutary 
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5 Kath Sai of my ' propoſal---and 
if) you have no better amuſement, tran- 
ſport yourſelf t to Woody, and own with 
me, that loye and e are not in 
R 


Ep. CLI rox. 


4 bo — Err 8 3 2 1e 
4 PR AS 14 n 134 
ot 4 : 
1188 £24 = - / 
31351111 1 2 1 -_ 19 
1 4 | z 
14 pb 14 z | 4 


'C 8. Y 


, ® 
> 1 - . 
vS & A 


/ Ir Wb bl * 9 7 2 0 

L E T TER N 
From ou 10 a 8 

08 * 10 nn ere r ef Yi 4 ] 


wa Wn 


00R Antonia! you are, . 
far gone. —Is it poſlible my little 


: demure friend, who hardly ever could 
be prevailed, on to give her opinion of 
A gentleman, ſhould, at one glance, be | 


* 


captivated "with black hair, fine eyes, 
and ivory teeth? for thoſe I I hear are 


4XT © BEI” 


the peculiar beauties of your Adonis, | 1 


; From, other lips than yours it would 


not haye been credited but 1 am no 


rn, and, conſequentiy, place 


AZ much 


C4 > 


$1 
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( 94 )) 
much faith in what you have written. 
By this time I hope you have diſcovered 
in him more permanent perfections, or 
1 it were immaterial whether yourſelf o 
= Wentworth were really the happy ob- 
Ject of the a partiality,—— 


" That he | is awiable, I doubt not. 
n bay, have heard as muck-: but of this 
my deat (Oben you ſo freely reſigned 
- Jour heart). you could Judge only from 
the encomiums of your guardian-- -and, 

ike a good obedient girl, you was de- 

termined to be of his Opinion. 

+. Were I a ſtranger to the character of 
| 'Sir Edward, I ſhould take upon me the 
Conſequence of a maiden aunt, and cry, 
„Beware, 


1 


WC YN 


« Beware, Antonia ! ſuch ſudden im- 
preſſions too often terminate unhap- 


„ pily“ but all that can now be ſaid is, 
that the wiſhes of Mr. Bromfield are 
likely to be accompliſhed; and a ſhort 
period will, in all probability, alter one 


of the initiale of n. name. | 


hk 4 
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bees 1 do not pay any attention 
to the phantom which the Steen. cy 
monſter has raiſed in your imagination. 


Every one capable of diſcerding real 8 


merit, muſt be ſenſible that Sedley's are 


not the growth of every ſoil. Maria 
Wentworth, affure yourſelf, is no object 


"inthe eyes of Clinton; but the Near U 
loſing him makes you ingenious. to 


borment yourſelf I here incloſe you 
odd the 


E 

the volumes * mentioned in your laſt 
they are amuſing, and abound: with a 
variety of little incidents that cannot 
fail giving pleaſure to the reader ;---in- 
ſtruction and amuſement are there hap- 
pily blended Should critics preſume to 
ſay they are not written by the pen of a 
learned female, they muſt at leaſt own 
that they are written by the hand of an 
agreeable one—and, if the ſentiments 
there expreſſed are conſiſtent with her 
practice, I will venture to pronounce the 
authoreſs a8 s good, as ſhe is eds — 


Win you pardon. e Aa [ 
hardly | dare reveal my theft---Your 


3 Letters f from Hentietta to Morvina. 
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work- 
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work-bag. hung (as you limagined) on 
the ſopha in my Mama's dreſſing - room: 


in taking it down. ſomething dropped 
on the ground. I - foundniit to bea 
paper containing ſome little drawings: 
dne among them I have ventured to 
retain. Do you gueſs the ſubject 7 
'Tis yourſelf.— Behold me, then, a ſup: 
pliant for mercy! Can you refuſe to 


fnendſhip. What . ere, e to 


wet. mb ol gn 15 $7 0e53tAl x: 


110. 


b o if 
e ade au moſt, favorable! fide 

is but natural. , 
n | 
ew aydath: forggivett44 5! LIES OF 
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AS 1 Was veſtetday in Brea 
Vorl. 1 humor, 


" I 


( v8 ) 
humor, and had little elſe to take up 
my attention, I ſketohed a few pages 


df che promiſed memoits take them, 
| Aron, nin their native roughnefſ 


They might, perhaps, receive an addi 
tonal laſtre from the poliſh of your 


June —bot tis NO 6 the 
upnble 2c od! 


03 ien e, D 1 437906 
The Wötber of Lord ee 


was a deſcendent of the late Judge J----; 


and, as our paſſions, like our diſeaſes, 
ate hereditary,” ber Ladyſhip poſſeſſed 


all the ſeverity af Her anceſtor— I have 


deen told, even to do great a degree, as 
to exerciſe unpardonable acts of crveliy 


upon her children. The Earl, his father, 


was, on. the contrary; of the mildeſt di- 
JO (USE, | 1 | poſition 


= CF 
poſition imaginable-«-and, united to any 
 bther woman than her Ladyſhip, would 


have been enviable for the gentleneſs of 
lis temper· A but, unfortunately, circum-- 
ance as he was in this particular; it 
proved only a continual ſource of uneaſi- 
neſs, and regs; him contemptible, 


nige tid} We ch arottlgus) 

Fo 6 b cheradder as a ſtateſman or 
politictan, I know but little of -it=«-can | 
only ſay, that, if his abilities did not en- 
utle him to the honot of prime mini- 
ſter, he had the happineſs to eſcape the 
-mortifications and diſgrace too oſten 
attendant on the favorites of a court. 
Her Ladyſhip held ſome poſt of honor 
under her late Majeſty Queen Caroline 


bonnu 71 but 


(r 
— but, as their family was numerous, 
and their eſtate but ſmall, they reſided 
chiefly. in the country, and ſeldom ap- 
peared at court but when their duty to 
their een n h 1 atten 
dance. | | 


W (che preſent Earl) and fix 


daughters were the iſſue of this union.—— 


The ladies are almoſt ineſſential to my 
hiſtory· but, that I may not be thought 
wanting in due reſpect to ſo worthy a 
part of the family, I muſt acknowledge 
them; both in their public and domeſtic 
characters, patterbs truly worthy of imi- 
tation At fourteen, Lord Des Lu- 

nettes (then Lord II —) betrayed 

ſuch libertine . to which was 
aud united 


8 18383 883221422232 


'( ior } 
n unted a diſpoſition ſo extremely arbi- 
wary, that the good Lady, his mother, 
5 | Gould no longer bear him in her pre- 
0 ſence He was ſent abroad with no 
5 greater allowance than thirty pounds a 
year ;—a poor pittance for a prodigal 
ſon but conſcious that it was an evil 
which admitted of no redreſs, he fubmit- 
ted with patience to his fate and, as he 
could not, from reaſons of economy, 
aflveiate with yourhs of quality, con- 
- fetited Bidllfelf in „ more Ke ſphere. ; 
r be firſt years of his batiſhment 


(for ſuch it may be termed rather than 
travels) he applied himſelf to his ſtudies 
more ſeriouſſy than could have been ex- 
pected from” his character, and attained 


eee degree of perfection in the 


5d F 3 military _ 


and vicifficudes of penury et, as 
| gallantry was at. that time his moſt pre- 


(- 102 ) 


military arts. He afterwards filled; ſome 


polt.in the army, but which, I believe, 
produced neither laurels nor emolument, 
for he returned to England in a ſtate 
almoſt as indigent a8 that wherein he 
left it. Contracted in his finances, and 
an outcaſt in his family, he for ſome 
years ex perienced all the inconveniences 


railing paſſion, he never held it . good 
or, mon to be alone. A Miks 8.— 
of Warrington, aP-—y, anda L-rlt--n, 


1 ſhared ſucceffively his love, and poverty: 


but the laſt, more faithful to her at 
tachment chan ig geperally ſeen in ladies 


of her complex ion, oontinued meny years 


the reigning: were of, his heat. ber 
28 fidelity 


XI! 3076+ 


FS EEE PERESE 


= 


„ | 
e fidelity and footbing. converſe: compen- 
5 ſated for the ls of fate; and, contented 


A with refleQing ſhe was beſt beloved; ſhe 

8 attempted not to reſtrain his paſſion for 

1e variety. Sometimes lodgers in au ob- 

d ſeure farm-hovie, at others in the polite . 

10 regions of St. Giles's, they paſt their: 

es days: in low-lite happineſs; and When 
ay 


Providence bleſſed them with the means, 
e. twirfd their duck upon a ſtring; ru fog, = 
gk 1 Fs ne it eee 


. 1019972 $571 Jo ear} 
Of did they experience the want of + 


dd 
n. 
„ eee s and, pee, 
ak by dire neceſſity, fly to the friendly, = 
ary 
er 


we a ttt clas. 
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morous ſuffered no ſettled habitation, 
but, like our ſites of old, they 'wan- 
dered from place to place----ſometimes 
ſojourned in town---ſometimes in its 
out · ſcirts. What remedy for evils 
great as theirs ?—His Lordſhip © could 
not dig. to beg he was aſhamed”.—Un- 
able to continue longer in London, they 
determined to retire to Vorkſhire: in 
tke firſt place, to avoid the perſecutions 
of Ffeditors; in the ſecond, to avail them- 
ſelves of the cheapneſs of the corey. 
IS now got Sei 

The Plan adjuſted, and, u pon princi- 
ples” of neceſſitous ceconomy, places 
taken for them in the waggon - they 
prepared chearfully for their retreat.— 


Wo. ano 0 frielids were Eonfulted---How ſhould 


ON: © We a they 1— 


—— Li "_— we * 
* 
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they ?—His Lordſhip, though young in 


years, had out-lived all the friendſhip 
fate had ever lent him That ſuch a 
being exiſted, his family were ſenſible; 


but in what corner of che m_ was to 


them Wan unmaterial 
91. - 

1 heir wandends nl tinge & 1 little 
more than would fill a ſchool-boy's 
fatchel, fma}l preparations were needful 
for the joarney---in humble guiſe they 
bent their courſe towards the inn, and 


ere juſt aſcending the creeping; vehi- 


cle, when Fortune, in the figure of à 
taylor, chanced to croſs the way. — 


1 91 & 3 
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Satan | could not have been a more 


wiweleoinie fight fear added 10 the 


e 
object his Lordſhip beheld not only 
Bnip, but in his havd a tedious ſcroll 
of pounds, ſhillings, and pence; for ſtay- 
tape, cloth, and buckram, with a thou- 
ſand mortify ing et·cπteras - 


The latter part was only the phan- 
tom of an affrighted ĩmagination; but 
that the object before him was no other 
than honeſt Snip, appeared beyond 3 
DEG. AH 0). ati o0d. WH; 
Aubbing his hands and advancing to 
his Lordſhip, who would have given 
his whole patrimony to have poſſeſſed 
the power of W 


ts 1 41 TEN abwesend wel, 
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er 


and 
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6. and not.c over-grieved for Your late los 
et —May 1 flatter myſelf. With. | the ha- 
&« nor of furviſhing your Loxdth wp with 
ee mourning ? I have by me at this time 
* the fineſt t. afſorttyent of bh black and 


1 l 


is greys J ever yet; was maſter” of ; ao 


« pobody, your Lodſhip is Kalb 
i E wy ee 


Fe” 1 448 S209 Yo 23 
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WI rgean not to o.impeagh e either, Mr. 

48 . le of Ge 
Snip; but: at uu ent have no Ken Q 

« * for your ſervicys” 28 attend ling * 

the firſt | part of his ſpeech „and 5 

ing every moment t s eg Ni 

a bill. 


ON 


A- 
ee your e Er jp 
* 


| 
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ging, alte 150 given orders for your 
by er '——Rouzed by the repe- 
ition of the 101d es 
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| : „ h as don * "underſtand * you, 

4e 4b am at preſent quite inſenſible 

« of any « cauſe I have to mourn, unleſs 

et for my own wants, and the long life 
*. of my father.” 

"ets 8 Lordip chen alive 8 

d m muſt bave been ſtrangely miſin- 

4 


{1 J 


One of Lord G----I's ſer- 
tes told'r me, not half an hour ago, 


0 bat Lord Des Lunettes died yeſter- 
day morning.” 


- 5 
- 


my 1 but 


2 


is Yea eavens "What eier 


-— 


Cy) F 
te ut ſtay—are you ſure, snip, 1 
40 1 depend on its authenticity. * | 


eL am affaid 8 my Lord; Tü 
% be happy, if I could flatter you it 


«© was without foundation—but it is in 


« vain to lament----Death, is what we 
« muſt all come to, if \ we ve long 
i Xia at E 


24 71 110 _ 
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cr Te, honeſt Snip, true oh 17 


1 fay you are ſorry to be the meſſenger 


« of il neus, as I am to hear ir. but 
* ſooner © or later I muſt” have been 
& * acquainted with it” (heaving a far- 


feched figh)---** you'll be _ then to 


beet ready my mourning g 


+ 


1 
« * With, 15 greateſt 10 my 


leſs 22 with his new Poets than 
the Ws of ſoon aged 5 * ac- 
: Font: Ne 

bY is unneceſſary to deſcribe his Lord- 
hip 8 ſenſations though not the moſt 
mournful, they were ſuch as ſuited the 
occaſion, but can only truly be con- 
ceived by thoſe who have found them- 
{elves, in a üümiler ſituation.— He flew 
to his beloved Nancy, who fat huddled 
vp in one corner of the waggon, and, 
_acquainting ber with the unexpected 
turn in fate, Mt her look forward to 
bappier days. 


4 
9441 444 1441 1 


1 £8 218 A coach 
Au | 


2-2 


299 »- => = 


inſtead of Janguiſhing. qut her days in 


| wiſhes. _ 


( us ) | 
A coach, was immediately called, and, 


ſome obſcure cottage in the North, Mic 
'P--1t:-9. once mare found herſelf in 
genteel e a the 5 91 a N 


the town. 


ke thouſand. a yoap- (hahe b. 'Y 


_confiderable. in the eyes gf thoſe who 


are poſſeſſed of fifty) was ap im- 
menſe eſtate for one whg, till chen, 
had never been maſter of as; many - 


hundreds: but a ſhort, time ſerved. to 
| convince his Lordſhip that it was Pot 


„ 


nearly equal to his GP or his 


75 | e. A a TTL 08: A 
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he remained not long without ſome in- 
tereſt at court. Nature had neither 


dubbed bim a ſtateſman or politician, 


nor deigned him to ſhine in the ſenate or 
the cloſet but the deficiences of his 
underſtanding were, amply compenſated 
by cunning and affurance.—Conſcious 
that truth and eandour are nöt the vir- 
tues which lead to honour” and” prefer- 
ment, he ever ſided with the ſtrongeſt 
party —and, as he ſwam always with the 
tide, was in little danger of experienc- 


ing a ſimilar fate to chat of Sir N 
Wrongbead. UN 


* * 1 7 
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As his views ever tended to ) the Ju- 
crative point, Lord B... (then the fa- 
ue his ſovereign} Wadi bim the 
Ut | | ſtandard 


( 113 ) 
ſtandard of human excellenee—and his 
opinions eſteemed the only rule by which 
to regulate his own. Having one day 
in the Houſe of Lords called forth all 
his eloquence to defend a propoſal of 
che favorite's, which had been received 


ed the Sd eech he built his 
ſentiments I'Il venture to affirmm he 
could have urged no motives hy 8 
AG of mne l N 
Hung by th this Wen and unex- 
beded coach. de mein ſecured to himſelf 
a” — equal to bis moſt fanguine' 
"iſkes, Min was viſible in every ac- 


9s 5 | | ; tion 


with the warmeſt oppoſition—his zeal 
was. are rewarded by the ran- 
gerſnip of.. Had he been aſk- 


| 
\ 


UDO» EIA wearing eo 


( ug ) 


won =in his ou opinion he was 


Wie as Lucifer,” 


But by moſt allowed ' 


0 80 Oz 0 Noz half 25 good,” „ 

5 — future bis principal 
Place f reſidence— and the conſtant 
Ne«lt--n was ſtill the follower: of his 


fattune-—If.-others for a while diſputed 


with ber the poſſeſſian of his heart, 


_  *twas but to render ber triumph more 
compleatz and ſhe conducted herſelf 


with ſuch propriety; that faurteen years 


- acquaintance ſeemed not to have abated 


character ſo remarkable for, . gallan- 


try; ſuch gonſtancy may perhaps ap- 


pear inetedible but * miſtreſs had 


aon ahead 
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kſ/than two hundred thouſgnd pounds, 


un 


ahead to plan — and an ioſinuating 
wingua —She loved his Lordſhip, nor 


was leſa attached to a ſtate: of eaſy inde - 


pendence She was determined not to 
be forſaken j at ſeaſt, not till ſhe had 


procured. à ſettlement - and that the 
plainl y foreſa w would never be effected 
till her lover. bent his-choughts on/mark 
er 2 FLW T2516 064 wok L 


: eee e pint 
— in the character of Mit Anna 
Maris Dax t. His Lordſhip was no 
advocate for the matrimoniat ſy tem 
but the charms of the lady in «queſtion; 
added ag fortune amounting to little 


was a a bait N 
Eotli& f This 
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This young lady was the only dauph- 
ter of a private gemleman at à little 


village not an hundred miles from 
W.. Her perſonal and mental qua- 
lificatians, joined to a diſpoſition un- 
commonly affable and engaging, recom- 


mended her to the attention of Lady 


Jane ; and the pleaſure which her 


Ladyſhip afterwards enjoyed in Miſs 


D--y--t's ſociety, rendered her attach- 


ment laſting.— The propoſal of: living 
with her, not as an humble friend, but 


a8 an amiable companion, was too flat- 
tering not to. be accepted and the 


friendſhip which ever after ſubſiſted be- 


tween themj: was: a ſufficient proof that 
ber en rere e ag ſudden 


Miſtres 


a 
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( 449 ) 
-z Miſtreſs. of every intellectual accom- + 
_ pliſhment---and equally ſkilled in the 
vrnamental----Miſfs D—— was never 


country, her whole attention was em- 
ployed in contributing to the happineſs 
and amuſement of her worthy patroneſs 
--in/ fickneſs, ſhe was the kind, aſſi- 
duous, and | ſoothing nurſe —in health, 
the ſprightly, entertainin i and ny, 
3 Felle nb [SV 369 


++ With Ae amiable eiſpolon 

it the leaſt extraordinary that Miſs 
D--y--t ſhould maintain the firſt and 
unrivalled place in Lady Jane's affec- 
tions No- ſhe truly merited the di- 
f eee Alb her future ad- 


7011 | vantages 
* 
* 
* 


itkout reſources ··· Whether in town or 


(12868 ) 


Vvantages too mann her ten- 
der afiduny.” 


1 — | Wo IOC 
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The death of her % Ladyihip, which aid 
den happen tiit after many happy years 
Ipent in friendly intercourſe, left her fair 
companion perſectly inconſolable. — The 
_reſteQion! of Lady Jane's generbus le- 
gaby (ſhe then knew not how generous, 
but imagined herſeif merely placed in 
eaſy independence), alleviated not her 
grief; but, totally unable to ſupport her 
_ Joſs, me funk! into a, ſtate of languor 
bordering ire reps oh (el 
br: Min 3G niet bluodt 1 
During the bee Miſs . 
"(for her illneis and dejection confined her 
ſome months to her om) che relations of 


22981144 | ber 


: a 
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ns of 


her 


« | - 


n 
her late patroneſs aſſe mbled to examine 


into the true ſtate of her laſt will and 
teftament.----The poor young lady, ab- 
forbed as ſhe was in grief, ) willingly 
committed it totheir hands ĩt had tong 


been in her poſſeſſion ; but, neither cu- 
rious to be acquainted with its bequeſts, 


nor deſirous of looking into papers that 
would only help to revive the recollee- 
tian of her friend, ſhe let it remain 
quietly in her cabinet till it hould be 
enquired for by her Ladyſhip's relations, 
enn 
more intereſted in its contents, a 
much better entitled to che 1 perufal | 


ell, mans * 6 0 Pris v1 TI 0 
3716 1212 1 TS 3 Fo 13 "1 95 Tay 
- With countenances on which were 


434477 | depi H 


* 
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depicted impatience and ſanguine 
expectation, they quickly broke the 


ſeals; but how great, how poignant 
was their diſappointment !—Anna Maria 
D—— appointed ſole executrix l- Was 
it poſſible ? and, excluſive of a few 
legacies. and trifling annuities, the ſole 
poſſeſſor of her Ladyſhip's immenſe 
eſtate Her plate and jewels alſo !— 
Was ever any thing, OE of half 
the nenen ? 


* 04 i HL was nh 
1 to the apartment of Miſs 
Dr——: She received 1 it with calm 
compoſure, and dropped'a tear of gra- 
titude to the memory of her de parted 


benefactreſs. uo 295660 Maud Nur 


boi When 
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"hen 
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When the uſual time of mourning 
was expired, the young lady began to 
recover her health and ſpirits—Grief 
cannot laſt for ever---ſhe entered once 
more into the world and all its gaieties--- 
but enjoyed them as a reaſonable being, 
not as a girl who, from the reſtraints 
of rigid ſuperiors, or contracted finances, 
had never before arrived at ſo much 
happineſs, — | 


— 


Numerous were her ſuitors—but 
Miſs D--y--t was arrived at an age to 
diſtinguiſh between paſſion: for - herſelf 
and paſſion for her fortune—She was 
ſenſible that diſintereſted love is a phe- 


homenon met with ſcarcely once in a 

century, and therefore determined to 

. Vol. . G ſacri- 
Mod 


os |; 


. 

ſacrifice her liberty to him only who 
could confer on her a: rank and title 
equal to her noble fortune.—As fate 
had dealt ſo generouſſy by. herlelf, 
Wealth was to her no object but by no 


means could ſhe diſpenſe with perſonal | 


attractions, or, the more alluring charm, 
a coronet,—The two latter ſhe looked 
upon as proper equivalents” for the 


want of the former. 


Upon the firſt knowledge of Mis 
r s fortune, Lord Des Lunettes 
marked her as his own---but, perfect i 
converſant in the ſecret windings of the 
ſoul, he deferred making his addreſſes 
till time ſhould have given it rather 
1 _ - oo of an attachment to ber 


— ; ; Perſon, 
: * * „ 


60 
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perſon, than a predilection for her 


eſtate.---He was not c totally 1 in ſenſible r to 


was ever to him an object of 2dmira- 
tion; but, a perfect ſenſualiſt in diſpo- 
fition, he was deſtitute of all thoſe little 
tenderneſſes which conſtitute a delicate 


affeCtion---yet, where his intereſt was 
| concerned, no one- could better aſſume 


the maſk. of love « or Warm, „ 


cc 1 rain'd to the world in burniſh'd 


falſhood bright, 


All ſoft ſenſation. in the . 
rubb'd off: I, 
«A friend eternal during intereſ; ; 
A foe, implacable when worth his 
"mw while,” 9 2 
ie contig 1g! After 
_ 


| (124 ) 

After obſerving the addreſſes and re- 
je&ion of many rivals he ventured by 
flow degrees to unfold his paſſion; and, 
Killed in the perſuaſive arts of ſoothing 
eloquence, he pleaded not in vain.— 
_ Miſs 'D--y--t was at that time the 
moſt intimate acquaintance of Lady 
Fanny s. a profeſſed admirer of 
Whitfieldian tenets .— The young ladies 
conſtantly attended divine ſervice at the 
'Tabernacle, and his Lordſhip, diſcovering 
the religious bias of his fair-one's heart, 
moſt Ow Pe them.— 


No art but he was pee maſter 
of-: in that of pleaſing none a greater 
adept, —Nature in forming him had not 
Hen ſparing of her bounties, and in thoſe 

- of 


gent. 


| ( me }) 
of perſon ſhe had been particularly indul- 
A long reſidence in France, 
and a thorough knowledge of the Pari- 
fan manners, had given to his conver- 
ſation all that agreeable politeneſs which 
4 mation more fincere is too apt to miſ- 
take for the language of the heart—In 
ſhort, hypocriſy was a ſcience in which 
he had arrived at the greateſt degree of 


| proficiency, and which he never failed to 


render ſerviceable whenever intereſt or 
bis is paſſions prompted.— 


A few months — to bring Weir 


courtſhip to its uſual criſis—a prieſt 


and a fing fixed them inconteſtably 
each other's; and her Ladyſhip appeared 
at court with all the brilliancy and eclat 


ber rank demanded. oh 
G 3 
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Previous to their marriage, Miſs 
D. -n relinquiſhed all further title 
to his Lordſhip? s love, and retired from 
the caſtle with an annuity of two hun- 
dred a year ſettled on her at the ſole en- 
treaty of her rival, who generouſly 


- conſidered that it was painful enough to 


loſe Alover without experiencing the ills 
of penury.— 

2 er was not among the 
ſmall number of his Lordſhip's virtues, 
he did not look upon himſelf obliged 
from marriage invariably to maintain 
it he roved at large; but, as he obſer- 
ved great ſecreſy i in his amours, and the 
moſt parſimonious condu&t towards his 
favorites—it neither i im paired his for- 

| tune 


£ 


— 
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( 17 ) 
tune nor diſturbed his peace. If her 
Ladyſhip was ſenſible of his infidelities, 
ſne had the prudence to overlook them 
He had hitherto treated her with un - 
remitted-complaiſance, and allowed her 
every indulgence her moſt ambitious 


hopes aſpired to. 
eden PTL many more of 5 
dur nobility) his Lordſhip had imbibed 


a rage for building, in which (as F 1 
belped to diſplay her grandeur) he was 


_— 


too much encouraged. by his Lady.— 
Ihe ancient ſeat of Lady Jane was 


nearly, lexelled with the ground, and | 
in its Lea Was erected a modern . 


TY il! F 
20 8: 1 
| ———_—..cv< oc... nent 
en | W 27 
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When I behold the continual incon- 
veniences attending a paſhon for archi- 


tecture, I cannot help lamenting that 
there is not an act of parliament to re- 


ſtrain an extravagance that has lately 
extended itſelf to all ranks and degrees 
of men; and am verily perſuaded it 
would be a happy thing for commerce 

and the community in general, if ano- 
ther tundetion-flone* was not to be laid 
"theſe dozen years. 


How many hundred houſes do we 
yearly behold untenanted, and how ma- 
ny families ruined from the erection of 
them. What a waſte of money! and 


in a kingdom too that now ſo greatly 


Formerly, 


= EE ©. myq 2» » 


the 


( 229 ) 
Formerly, a nobleman on his marriage 
conveyed his Lady to the family- ſeat of 
bis anceſtors ; but ſuch Gothic and un- 


faſhionable ideas now no longer exiſt— 
A wortian of the ton would almoſt as 


willingly be conveyed! to the family-ſe- 
Pets . aha | 

If every man, before he entered on 
the plan of building, would fit down 


afid ſeriotſly calculate his coſts; the ſpi- 


rit of architecture would not fo much 


| prevail among us—but, inſtead of re- 


llecting on the expences they ſhall in- 
eur, they atiticipate only the fame they 
that kequire in future ages from the 
maſſy pile; and build the palace with- 
out having | firſt contidered wherhes 
aa. aka... 


* 
7 7 1 
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ihcie fortune will Peimit them to in- 


| habit 11.— BE 


7 


Thus it was . . Duke of 
G ---ſtx—thus with Lord Des Lunettes 
—and thus with many more of the no- 
bility whoſe edifices attract the admi- 
ration * the Per” 8 


{ & 4 


4 % 210 $i; 


Would Wen one — the plan of 
Lord Le Deſ-----r, and add to their pa- 


lace a chapel and mauſoleum, it would, 


perhaps, lead them to thinꝶ more juſtly 

but, inſtead of reflecting that they are 
Kinky they, exect huge piles of build- 
ings, furniſh them with all the luxuries 


af the Eaſt, and then leave them---to be 


inhabited by crows and jack- daws;---for 
"+ Lew 


= 
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their deſcendants, equally ambitious, 
build others ftill more noble or, re- 


duced by the fatal extravagance of their 
fies, are under the neceffty of "TOE 
thoſe Tels coltly. 


"How Apt are we, when traverſing the 


8 flately Toons, admiring the hangings, 


nd burſting into exclamations of 
applauſe at the pompous furniture, 


to envy che happineſs of the 'ownet 


——Fhitaken ſource of T 706 
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ment of them !—Like Aſtley in riding . 
three horſes, they cannot occupy them 


all at once yet ſotnerimes, from. the 
nearneſs of their fears, one would ima- 
ine it to be their intention. A citizen. 


= G 6 - who, 


CC. 
who, for the credit of having a country. 
houſe, hires a ſmart box a few miles 
out of town, trudges to it after he has 
ſhut' up his ſhop, gets tipſy, is con- 


| Veyed to bed in a ſtate of inſenſibility, 


and returns to London before day-break, 
may with equal propriety boaſt the en- 


joyment of his villa.—They, perhaps, 


viſit their reſpective ſeats once in a 
twelvemonth ;—perhaps only from the 
account of their ſtewards know that 
they are ſtanding, for ſeven ſucceſſive 
ſummers. | | 


% 
. 


Excuſe this long digreſſion, my dear 
Antonia 1 was led into it by re⸗ 


flecting on the inconveniences. Lord 


Des Lunettes experienced from rebuild- 


18 * * — 


ing S-nb-zy houſe :—for, while it was 
yet unfiniſhed, a tedivus law- ſuit (into 


which he was enthralled chiefly through 
the obſtinacy of his diſpoſition) was de- 
termined againſt him with all the coſts, 
and, to relieve hunſelf from the em- 
barraflment, his Lordſhip was under the 
neceſſity of diſpoſing of both houſe and 
its ſuperb furniture, for little more than 
one half of their intrinfic value. ba 


— 


The inexretted frake and th final 
blow to her Ladyſhip's > felicity=-- -all 


| other misfortunes were light when. put 


in competition with diſgrace like chis.— 
She retired to W without murmur» 
ing, but never more regained her ſpi- 
— became her averfion--- 

| | dreſs. 


dreſs a fatigue *. was unable to ſup- 
port. Naturally meek; but more de- 
prefſed fitice the derogation" of her 
| ſplendor, the ſabritted Herſelf totally 
fo the afbitrary Aifpoſition-of the Earl 
Inſenfible to joy=overwhetmedwith grief 
every amuſement but that of read- 
ing became infipid, and that only was 
pleafing *becauſe it helped to lull teflec- 
tion. — The torpid inacttvity of her 
ip and the impetuofity and 
ine principles of her Lord, pro- 
duced the uſual conſeqdences in cheir 
family. The fervants' ved in a 
comtitnat” ftare of diffipatioh and de- 
bauchery ; 5 and the innocent pledges of 
their union were entirely le let to the c: care 
of fare. Mok Le ds 
| Wii. Lord 


| ( 135 ) 
Lord I. had attained bis f xth,. 
Lady Charlotte her ſeventh, and the 
Honourable Mr. F his third year, 
before the moſt trifling attention had 


been beſtowed either on their inſtruction 


; or their morals---and, as they had ranged 
: at large both in the drawing-room and 
7 | kitchen, we may naturally i imagine that 
g they had in ſome JO K 
: from their native Purity. n 
# | Indeed, it "wal be doing, Sams 10. 
of juſtice not to ſu; ppoſe it even at of 


2 moſt early —— hood ſenſe and liv | 


8 geoivs Will not be 1 in a tate of 1 = Þ 
of tion. - —— - What reſource, then, 2 3 
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Lady Charlotte poſſeſſed all the dawn- 
ings of an amiable and ſprightly diſpo- 
fition,---her little heart, ſuſceptible of 
every tender feeling, beheld nothing un- 
intere fted no object attracted her at- 
tention but what produced! in her a de- 
fire of information. Happy pro- 
penſity, if rightly cultivated! but, 
ſurrounded with examples deſtructive 
of every virtue, how dangerous to the 
poſſeſſor! The firſt leſſon her Lady ſhip 
was taught, was to deſpiſe the weakneſs 
of her Mama, and to conceal every 
Kind of dece ption plotted againſt the 
Earl. To b made a confident of, is a 
| temptation fe ew "children would refuſe ; | 
or, in thoſe early years, have reſolution 
to withſtand.---To gain her affection, and 

e 


( 287 ) 
inſure her confidence, the ſervants: in- 
dulged her in every childiſh- wifh ſhe 
chanced to form; — and, but for a total 
revolution among them, her conſtitu- 
tion as well as morals muſt have been 
inevitably deſtroyed. | 


One ſervant, more honeſt than the 
reſt, had ſenſe enough to know that ſuch a 
courſe of tuition was but ill adapted to 
youth of quality. He had long been 


an unwilling witneſs, of the exceſſes 
every day run into, and he pitied the 


children, yet dreaded the diſpleaſure gf 
his maſter, who, he rightly imagined, 


| would reprove him for the liberty of 


cenſuring his conductor, awakened to 
a ſenſe of his own imprudence, chide 
him for not mentioning it ſooner,— 


( 138 ) 

He knew not howto'a@ in an affair 
ſo tender. To expoſe the miſconduct of 
his fellow - ſervants would be to draw 
upon himſelf their joint tevenge . and 
to ſee che children of his maſter ini- 
tiated into every ſpeeies of intemiperance 
and deceit, was à conſideration that 


would not \petimir bim to remitin fl 


bent. 6b: 


13 bo pin le wipe was the moſt 
prudent ; it neither ſubjected him to the 
reproofs of the one, or reproaches of the 
other. One day, while his, Lordſhip 
was amuſing bitdſelf in bebolding their 
Innocent patients, his faithful domeſ⸗- 
die töck un opportunity of bistigg that 
rs time Er. Chitlbite was taken 


from 


(- 139. 9 
from her turſery-mald; arid conſigned to 
the care of a Governeſs and added, 


What, as bad habits were more cafily ac- 


quired than eradicated, he thought it a 
pity her Ladyſhip ſhould' be permitted 
to play among the ſervants; at leaſt 
among any but thoſe who were parti- 


| ly deſtined to mend her. 


Ke You are right, Gerrard; 1 did not 
know that Lady Des Lunettes permitted 


it. —-Aye, aye, 'tis indeed full time that 


ſome little attention was paid to them 
An. III ſpeak to one of my fiſters---pers 
baps they'can Nb me a gover- 
125 Lady Chiilotte,” NOS! OCs 
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. Athort time tw by the} par⸗ 
ticular 
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_ ticular recommendation of Lady C....: 


F--ch, a young gentlewoman was in- 
troduced into the family under that cha- 
racter, who, for her taſte and knowledge 
of literature, and amiableneſs of man- 


vers, was truly worthy the diſtinction. 


As Lady Des Lunettes never went 
abroad, Mrs. Sowin was placed in a 
very different ſituation from that of 
moſt governeſſes - ſhe dined at his Lord- 
ſhip's. table, attended bim in all viſits 
in which he was accompanied by the 
children, and in every reſpect ſupplied 
to them the loſs of that attention Na- 
ture demanded from her Ladyſhip, 


but which her weak nerves rendered her 


unable to beſtow on them. 


3 Under 


Ke > 


Under the inſpection of Mrs. Sowin, 
Lady Charlotte appeared to have re- 
ceived new- birth her youthful ideas no 
longer retained the meannefs of the 


kitchen, but, improved by the fenfible 


and judicious converſation of her go- 


verneſs, became 5 id rank and 


| quality: 


ub Bleſt wich an underſtanding ſuperior 


to her age, and a memory not inferior, 
(from hardly being able to read a ſen- 


tence intelligibly enough to be under- 


ſtood,) her Ladyſhip ſoon acquired the 
greateſt taſte for learning, and in a few 


months was able to repeat many paſ- 


ſages from the moſt celebrated authors, 


with that preciſion, caſe, and judgment, 


which 


< 142 ) 


genius. The young gentlemen became 
not. leſs the care of Mrs. Sowin — til 


they were provided with a tutor ſhe 
kindly undertook. the taſk of their in- 
ſtruction; and, allowing for the diſpa- 
rity of their age, they made as rapid 
a progreſs as their ſiſter. 


In ſhort, the-whole family, under her 
2 inſpection, underwent a total 
change; and order and regularity, in 
{ome degree, took place of diffipation 
and intem - 2 


* Beloved by the children, ref; pected by 
the ſervants, and not leſs eſteemed by 


180 Des Lunettes, Mrs, Sowin, for 
above 


which mark the dawnings of a brilliant 


( 143 ) 


above a, twelvemonth, received all the 
reſpect and good treatment her prur 
gene aud aſſiduity merited; but as nor 
thing is ſo uncertain as the ſmiles of 
fortune, or ſo little to be depended on 
as; the favor of an hypocrite, her hap- 
pineſs and credit in his Lordſhip's fami- 
V was but of ſhort duration. — His turn 
for gallantry (though fifty ſummers had 
rolled. their courſe ſince Lucina uſhered 
bim into the world) was not yet in its 
decline. Mrs. Sowin, though ſhe had 
no pretenſions to the loyely,, had every 
title to the agreeable --- an attraction 
quite powerful enough to, inſpire. him 
with views. upfavorable. to, her honor; 
but, conſcious of her purity and diſcre- 


tion, * der his attacks. dil time 
90%, | ſhould | 
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mould preſent him with an opportu- 
nity, when, he flattered himſelf, he 


ſhould meet with no reſiſtance to his 
hbertine defi _ 


His Lordſhip? 8 Wa of the 
fair · ſex (at leaſt the viler part of them) 


nad prejudiced him with the opinion 


that no woman has virtue enough to 
withſtand the united temptations of 
gold and flattery.—Groſs ideas! un- 


worthy any being bur thoſe poſſeſſed 


of a ſoul abject as his own---Happy in 
meeting with a perſon fo well calculated 
for promoting the good of his children, 
ſo every way equal to the truſt repoſed 
in her ho cruel to ain at the deſtruc- 
| Yon of her happineſs and vittue! - 


A little 


ee 

A little tour through France and 
Holland, which he propoſed as a 
means of perfecting them in the French 
language, (but which, in fact, was 
only to compleat his deſign upon 
their governeſs,) ſoon preſented, him 


with the opportunity ſo lon, ſo ar. 
dently defired. 


The young gentlemen were accom- 


n- modated with a tutor, whoſe underſtand- 
ed ing and ideas were as mean and grovel- 
in ing as his extraction; but he was a 
ed Frenchman, and his Lordſhip deſired 
en, no greater recommendation. As it was 


ſed Wl juſt before the intended tour, Durone 

was appointed to attend them ; and my 
Lord, his offspring, their governeſs, 
Por. I. H and 
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and tutor, left room for no addition to 
their party. | 


During their peregrinations through 
Holland, a feigned indiſpoſition of his 
Lordſhip's obliged them to ſtop at an 
obſcure village; and, as it was not 
Judged prudent to proceed any farther 
that evening, they contented themſelves 
with what accommodations they could 
find in the beſt auberge the place at- 
forded.—Attached as ſhe was to every 
individual of the family, the ill-health 
of his Lordſhip was a ſource of much 
concern to Mrs. Sowin—Some well- 
feigned groans, and plaints loudly ut- 
tered, would, not permit her to ſleep 
(their chambers were contiguous); ſhe 

| role, 


mit her to al his ſervant. 


( 47 ) 
role, drefled herſelf, and, repairing to his 
Lordſhip's. door, begged he would per- 


51114 11 


Come in, dear Mrs. Sowin; I'm ill, 
extremely ill indeed - but don't call 
“Thomas; the poor ſellow was fatigued 
« laſt-night---I ſhall be better ſoon My 
« ſight ſeems to burn very dim; do be fo 
* obliging as to come in and fee what is 
* the reaſon. of it Im ſorry I have di- 


e turbed you by my complaints, but 


Im fore; you, will be good e to 
Fu it. 97 


ner % Fefe 
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2 n to render herſelf ſeryice- 
able, ſhe made no heſitation of dbliging 


bim; and, after putting the lamp to 


"1 H 2 rights 5 


( 148 ) 
rights, and wiſhing his Lordſhip eaſier, 
ſhe was again repairing to her own 
apartment. 


* No ſtay a few minutes, good 
& Mrs. Sowin—I find I cannot ſleep; 
e fit down'a little while, if you think it 
will not too much fatigue you—your 
© converſation will, perhaps, divert my 


attention from my indiſpoſition, and 


* whe to * me 82 * 

61 ſhall'be very happy if I can by 
« any means contribute to your Lord- 
« ſhip's caſe; but am inclined to think 
that reſt would be far more bene- 
2 cial, 00015 


a, : 


OJ! C7 t-. I. it 


O no; 


« } 


. i 


NO 
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«Ono; I feel I cannot reſt—ſome- 


body to ſpeak to, will be a far greater 
, relief. — Heavens! what excruciating 
pain!“ 


Vnſuſpicious of his deſigus (for he 
had never yrt alarmed her by the 
moſt diſtant freedom), ſhe ſat herſelf 


down on the chair by the fide, of his 


4 
— 
0 — a 
* 
" as 
4 


«© How happy fhould I be, Mrs. 


« Sowin, if Lady Des Lunettes pol- 


ſeſſed your feeling beart—but ſhe is 


« dead to every tender , ſentiment ---- 


© devoid of every feminine attraCtion--- 


has not ſpirits either to become an en- 


* tertaining companion abroad, or to 


Hz « render 


1 6 ) 

**:tender home agreeable. What inf. 
< rite obligations am I not under to you 
«for your attention to my children !— 
« But for your inſtructions and example, 
* Lady Charlotte had been as ignorant 
as the untaught Hottentots, and my 
©bays as mean and uninformed as the 
wo ſervile wretches that attend them 
I'm afraid I chall never repay the 
* obligation ; but the little "amiable 
heart of Charlotte will, I'm ſure, ne- 
4) Fer. ceaſe to love and reſpect you.“ 

Vnappriſed of the real ſource of 
theſe eulogiums, "the received them 
as the natural effuſions of a grateful 
mind — and, while ſhe thanked bim 
| 1 the Miert UſtinEion, endea- 
| voured 


. 
* 
* 
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voured to exculpate Lady Des Lunettes 
from the imputation of inſenſibility, by | 
declaring her poſſeſſed of every qualif- 


cation to form an agreeable companion; 


and added, that a lowneſs of ſpirits, 
which appeared to be conſtitutional, 
ought not to be deemed a fault 1 in | her 

* abel T32h -4; | 
His Lanhig oraiſed. her kale all 
mo nature—curſed the power of in- 
tereſt which ever blinds mankind to 
:real-meyit-7-and,,, with; hypoeritical ar- 
.dency, wiſhed that Heaven had: bleſſed 


bim with à woman poſeftes of ſuch 
; > Ic --- 127199. 2? 1 


© #1 111 140 \ 3Þ 
* 


„Won Londſhip ill I'm afraid, | 
11 HA erbaut 
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« exhauſt yourſelf too much with talk. 
ing (beginning rather to ſuſpect there 
was more warmth than gratitude in 
his expreſſions); I'll now leave you to 


cc your repoſe” ----and ſhe raifed herſelf 
from the chair. 


Stay, dear Madam ;” and riſing 
from his pillow he eagerly caught her 


hand--<* J cannot yet conſent to your 
22 departure.” 


e And I, my Lord,” endeavouring 
to withdraw it, ** cannot think of con- 

<« tinuing here now you are ſo much 
e better---Beſfides, Lady Charlotte will 
% be alarmed, and naturally ſuppoſe 
that your Lordſhip is in danger.” 


ler 
ur 


bY (1563 


It was now no longer time for diſſi- 


mulation he clearly expreſſed his cri- 


midal intentions; and ſhe, by all the 
force of virtuous arguments, as pru- 
dently oppoſed them - but finding 
that arguments were inſufficient to re- 
ſtrain him, declared ſhe would alarm 
the houſe.— This threat was ſuffieient; 
he wiſhed not to be expoſed -- but, exaſ- 
perated at her reſiſtance, implacable 


+ hatred immediately ſucceeded, and from 


that moment he meditated the fouleſt 
revenge. : 
* 2 mzbaisma T 
ch. "iy Was ads to obfirve.thar a fraces 
had happened, but of what nature no 
one could divine. Every day 01 
* moſt cruel inſults on Mrs. C. w 

H 5 a 
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as the vile Durone appeared to be in 
the good graces of his Lordſhip, had 
no friend in whom ſhe could confide— 
Lady Charlotte was too young to be 
made a' esnfident, and of what ſervice 
could have been either her intereſt or 
advice N.. Diſtreſſed beyond expreſſion, 
ſhe endeawouted to conceal the mortifi- 
cation fach treattrent was productive 
of ; but her vountenance betrayed her 
mifety, and che revengeful Earl did not 
fall to take advantage of it. 


The remainder of their tour was 
"Aſked wich vifbie diſcontent 20 both 
Parties; and when they returned to 
W, the diſgrace of pr Mrs. Sowin 
tend he publie copie Determined 
8 © H : to 


We 


: C. 2&6; -) 
to revenge her firm rejection of his 
paſſion, he repreſented her to Lady 
Des Lunettes and the family as incon- 
unent as the wife of Potiphar ; and de- 
clared, that from her nocturnal invaſions 
his virtue had been continually put to 


the proof.--Durone corroborated the aſ- 
ſertion, and affirmed that himſelf had 


been in ſimilar peril; but added, with 


the moſt malignant inſult; that want of 
charms in the Lady, more than his 
own integrity, had ſhielded kim from 
danger.— | OT HY 


: 
1 9 * * 3 o n " 
eli 13; {? 'Y} as pe 4 4 ' S ad vi . . 4 19 


On 


1 Noe "a the afertion-—-yeryons 
dort appear to doubt its authenticity 
and, between the malice of the Earl and 


_.nidicule of his ſeryants, the Poor 12d | | 
15 HOU $1374 3; H 6 Va Hi F 


Nil 


en 


| 
' 
f 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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was driven from the family with all the 
ignominy which ſuch an aſperſion muſt 
naturally create. Lady C—— F—ch 
endeavoured to mediate their quarrel--- 
but, implacable in his hatred, her 


Ladyſhip pleaded in vain---She pitied 


Mrs, Sowin ; and, as ſhe had been in 
ſome degree inſtrumental to her intro- 


duckſon at the Lodge, took an opportu- 
tunity of recommending her to another 
family - but the lights ſhe had received, 


after being once ſo univerſally reſpected, 
operated ſo powerfully on her conſtitu- 


tion, that ſhe continued but a ſhort time 
in her new ſituation . and ill health 
obliged her to retire to the houſe 
of a relation in the country, from 
whence there was but little hope of 


her 


4 


| 6 
her ever being ſufficiently recovered to 
return to her truſt. What keen reflec- 
tion ought this to afford his Lordſhip! 


© The young Lady was once more left 
without a monitor to guide her inex- 
perienced ſteps; and, inſtead of remem- 
bering, with grateful ſatisfaction, the 
advantages ſhe had received from the 
tuition of Mrs. Sowin, imbibed, from 
the contitual reflections of bis Lordſhip, 
the greateſt averſion to her memory, and 
never mentioned her but in terms of | 

| Liſtelpedt. e 
This, you will ſay, but ill agrees 
with my former encomiums upon her 
; Judgment and underſtanding ; but con- 
ſider 


=, 


6438 „ 
ſider how eaſily the affections of a child 
are biaſſed----Ignoranr of the vile prin- 
ciples of | the Earl, the looked upon bim 
as the moſt tender parent, not as one 
who could make the happincls of his 
children ſubſervient to vicicus inclina- 
tions in himſelf. The frequent repeti- 
tion of his cenfuręs induced her to 
believe her late. Governels really guilty 
of the profligacy, whereof, ſhe Was ac 
caſed, of the nature of which, _how- 
exer, AS „ber. tender years, did not 


pelt ber properly tt to > judge, ſhe was 
the leſs likely to detect the Aallacy of 


che charge. . 


833797 171 4 Per od 


TTY! 7 
But what a tedious hn i y, it 


fl: iii both 1 111. 
ee that bot of 8 EE here 
Ab } enjoy 


; 
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enjoy a little reſpite, my Antonia from 


reading, and her friend from ſeribbling. 


For the preſent, then, I ſhall ceaſe to 
"impoſe upon yb⁰ỹ patience; deferring 
the concluſion” of the meioirs of the 


noble Lord Des Lunettes to another op- 
portunity. 


Vors. 100 : 
But remember that you are a long 
letter in my debt --- Is jealouſy ſtill 


an invader of your peace - or is Sir Ed- 


ward become your declared admirer ? 
Il wiſh much to be acquainted with 
the preſent ſtate of affairs at Woodly 
-H have alſo a longing for a peep at 
7 Adonis; but, as I am honored 
your correſpondence and unte- 


frained confidence, I ſhall not fret at 
the 


( 160 *) 
the impoſſibility of gratifying this cu- 
riofity now, but wait with temper till 
time affords greater hopes of indulging 
it. Adieu, my amiable friend !---- 
Be aſſured you reigu in no heart more 
powerfully than in that of 


Your devoted 


„AAA. 


LET: 


he had begun to dealy and propoſed, 


L ET TE R Vit. 


- Mis SRDLEV to Miſs HARL EV. 


N the name of Me * commu- 


I nity at Woodly I am commiſſioned 
to thank Miſs Harley for her intereſting 
narrative. Vour letter found us juſt 


forming two parties for quadrille. The 


— 


.afternoon was wet, and, diſappointed 


of a ramble, we had recourſe to cards 
as a eee eee, 


When Mr. Bronifield obſerved- the 
ket, he threw down the cards, which 


that 


'( 16s ) 
that thoſe four who moſt wiſhed for a 
pool ſhould form a party, whilſt the 
others Who gave the preference to read- 
ing attended him to his ſtudy. This 
propoſal was no ſooner made than agreed 
to,---when Maria, I obſerved, waited to 
ſee the choice of Sir Edward.” In com- 
Pllebte tb h/ acht; drhee Au paſiovarct 
fond of cards, he placed himſelf at the 
table; and Miſs immediately followed 
cis example. Another beautiftl ſpin- 
Aer campleated their ſer; and the 
reſt of us accompanied MricBromficld, 
the Ladies empleying theimſelves at 
their needles, whilſt he, with all the 
humor imaginable, read your enter- 
[taihing epiſtle. It was well, Clara, 
chat A your letter was de- 
3807 tached 
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a tached from the memoirs. Had your 
be rallery at my ſtupid predilectien in fa- 
d- vour of a certain Baronet been inter- 
11s ſperſed witli the anecdotes, it *would 
ed with them haye been N n to n 
to ef, - Ua (u: 

N- . 107 29171“ den 
}y Vour reflections! on the modern rage 
he | for building very much pleaſed the 
ed open, honeſt· hearted Stanhope. Sexri- 
in- oully, my dear, he is become à very 
the "great favourite of mine. Such good- 
Id, nature and ' pleaſing | qualifications are 
at ſeldom to be met with in a batchelor 
the who has overleaped the bounds of forty. 
er- Were he ten years younger, I know not 
ra, but eſteem would terminate in the ten- 
de- der * 2 a8 my however, he muſt 


ned bt only 


K 
only attain to the honour of being my 
ſecond · beſt favourite. 


Baut to return to my ſubject, (from 
which, as uſual, I am imperceptibly 
wandering,) Mr. Stanhope not only ap- 

proved the juſtice of your ſentiments, 

-but determined-to profit by them, and 

immediately forbade the execution of a 

model he had beſpoke for a little 

villa he propoſed building on the banks 
of the river—** Miſs Harley argues 
with propriety,” ſaid he; I'll content 
myſelf with walking on its banks, and 
leave my ſucceffors to build on them.— 

By the time 1 ſhould compleat the intend- 

ed edifice, in all probability the ſcare- 

crow D would overtake me; and, 

YU inſtead 


ny 


„ 


inſtead of admiring the taſte which folly 


had tempted me to diſplay, the next 


heirs to my eſtate would execrate my 


memory for the waſte of money. I 
have already two ſeats, which, from their 
different ſituations, admit of much va- 
riety ; a third might add to my fame 
and magnificence, but could not increaſe 


my happineſs—No, ſhould J find in 


my pocket a few ſuperfluous thouſands, 
I' convert them to better purpoſes ; nor, 
while multitudes experience real want, 
waſte that property on luxuries which 
would gladden the hearts of the neceſ- 
ſitous.“ 


Is not this a good creature, Clara 


Never, in future, deſpiſe old batche- 


lors. 


1 % * 
. = 1 
5 * , 
* 
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lors. If it was not for their want of fat. 
tery, I know no ſet of beings half ſo 
converfible—no, nor any half ſo en- 
tertaining. One may converſe with them 
devoid of all thoſe palpitations which 
render us ſo ſtupid and abſurd when in 
company with the young, and of courſe 
ſhine much more in their ſociety, be- 
cauſe there is no inducement to call forth 
the borrowed aids of affectation. 


I believe it is a foible few will be ſe- 
vere enough to aſcribe to your friend, 


and yet, Clara, I muſt confeſs it is one 


that few are totally free from. The de- 


ſire of pleaſing is natural to every one, 


and in company with thoſe whoſe good 


_ opinion we are ambitious of, is it poſli- 


ble 


(/ 167. ) 
ble we ſhould not endeavour to render 
ourſelves more than uſually agreeable ? 


Vet the attempt in general renders us 


more than uſually abſurd and ſtupid. 


Many women, ſcarcely ſupportable 
from their affectation in public, diſ- 
cover the moſt amiable qualifications; in 


a private party. The humor, in, general, 


is put on with the cloaths, and as often 
fails of attracting admiration. To avoid; 
inconveniences of this kind, I never, in 
my dreſs, exceed the bounds of cecono- 


my and neatneſs—If I never appear in 


2 full dreſs, I at leaſt never appear in 
a deſhabille; and believe I may, without 
vanity, affirm that my diſpoſition varies 
as little as * appearance. Vet, not- 
. withſtanding 


( 168 ) 
withſtanding this affertion, I muſt ac. 
knowledge that there are times and ſea- 
ſons when the wiſh to pleaſe is moſt 
prevalent, though almoſt ever attended 
with the ſame ill- ſucceſs, as the trying 
to love an object that is our averſion. 


For inſtance, when in company with 
my Guardian, Dormer, Stanhope, and 
others of our viſitors, no one more 
lively, free, and talkative, than your 
Antonia; — if Clinton happens to be 
among them, (of whoſe good opinion 
ſhe is more ambitious than of all the 
others,) no one more filent, unenter- 
taining, and reſerved and, if by acci- 
dent ſhe happens to ſtammer out a few 
incoherent ſentences, exhibits the true 

| picture 


ure 
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picture of an awkward country-girl, 


who can ſpeak to no-one without being 


covered with a glow of crimſon. 


Say, Clara, to what ſource muſt 1 


attribute theſe diſorderly ſymptons ?— 


Anſwer not that it is love, for I am con- 


vinced it is not. That is a paſſion which 
exiſts not without hope, and, I am 


fare, I have none of being agreeable to 


Sir Edward. Miſs Wentworth is the 
idol of his heart. She glories in the 
diſtinction, and, I make no doubt, im- 
patiently awaits the happy moment in 
which he will openly avow himſelf her 
lover. That he is ſo, is moſt evident; 
but, from the aſſiduity with which ſhe 
endeavors to procure an accidental 
I 1 : tile- 


( 170 ) J 
icke. d. ile, Lm inclined to ſuppoſe the 
wiſhed-for declaration has not yet paſſed 
bis lips. — Shall, I own, my folly ?— 
Hitherto, Clara, my preſence has been 


an gbſlacle to her defires, 


The friendly intercourſe between our 
families renders. us inſeparable; even a 
rainy day (ſo near are gur habitations) 
does not free me from the mortification 
of her ſociety, : but, tho'-I cannot pre- 
vent their daily ſeeing each other, 1 
take care never to leave them many 
minutes by themſelves, 


Do not chide me ſufficiently fee! 
the unkindneſs and: injuſtice of my con- 
duct I was never before ſelfiſn or iu- 


Ly == * - 


e 


clined to croſs-purpoſes—heigh- ho . 


but I never before met with an in- 


ducement.— How it finks me in my own 
eſteem! What, then, muſt it do in 


yours ?—Can I, who am myſelf fo ſen- 
ſible of the Baronet's attractions, con- 
demn her partiality ? No, certainly ; I 


ſhould even deſpiſe her taſte, were ſhe. 
to think him leſs amiable. — Can I 
blame her for receiving his attentions | 


with joy? No, it is what I ſhould do 
myſelf, were 1 the object of his partia- 
lity. Why, then, ſhould I endeavor to 
impede her happineſs? or why diſlike 
her more now than before Sir Edward 
came to Woodly ?—Is ſhe leſs agreeable 


| —or am In more capricious ? 


> IE Theſe 


8 
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Theſe, Clara, are queſtions which I 
aſk myſelf a thouſand times a day; and 
find, upon the whole, that I have far 
greater matter of complaint againſt my- 


ſelf than againſt Miſs Wentworth.— — 


There is nothing extraordinary in the 
affair ; why then ſhould I be thus fool- 
iſh ?—On my Guardian lies all the 
blame, by whoſe flattering deſcription 
of his friend I was prejudiced in fa- 
vor of him even before I was acquainted 
with his perſon ; and ſo little probabili- 
ty as there was of my being equally a- 
greeable in his eyes, it was cruel in Mr. 
Bromfield to throw me into ſo perilous 
a ſituation—at leaſt, if he had views in 
| introducing the Baronet, he ſhould not 
have oppoled the charms of a Went- 

worth 


CRTC I 


I worth to thoſe of his inſignificant little 
d niece. | 

ar " 

2 As to Sir Edward and Maria, I muſt 
— de candid enough to give them thorough, 
* abſolution. He is engaging, ſhe ſuſcepti- 
1. ble the conſequences, then, were but 
3 natural. He ſaw her firſt, and woeful 
" experience tells me it is not impoſſible 


for a heart to take its flight at the firſt 
4 coup- C hi. Henceforth 1 am deter- 
; mined to reſiſt every ſelfiſh thought; 


« and, if I cannot entirely conquer my 
= folly, at leaſt fo far to gain the maſtery 
1 of it, as to be guilty of no meanneſs 
1 which on future reflection may call to 
5 my cheeks the -bluſh of ſhame.— I had | 
5 Planned the ſcheme of preventing them 
+ 8 13 from 
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from an opportunity of coming to an 
_ eclairciſſement—1 now baniſh the idea 
---Maria ſhall be to me again the ſame 
agreeable companion ſhe was on my 
firſt arrival—'tis myſelf only that is 
changed, not ſhe.—But henceforth the 


war of the pafhons is at an end —allons, 
then, to another ſubject. 


Mrs. Bromfield was a few days ago 
om a viſit at an old ſpinſter's (the ſiſter of 
our Rector), and returned with the pret- 
tieſt acquiſition you ever ſaw- a little girl 
lovely as Hebe, and of manners gentle 


as the Weſtern breezes.—It was the 


oddeft circumftance Lever knew. — 
About an hour after they had dined, 


the Reverend paſtor propoſed a walk in 
5 a neigh- 


- - 


"= 
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an a neighbouring wood. The ladies did 
ea not object to it; and, after taking a turn 
ne in the garden, accompanied him in his 
1 favorite ramble. A carriage that ſtood 
is near the entrance of the wood, led them 
ne to imagine ſome company were walk- 
55 ing; and a ſervant, juſt then coming 


from one of the moſt retired paths, cor- 
roborared the ſuppofition. After tra- 


0 verſing, however, the borders of this 

of "*hady tetreat” without meeting with any 

t- body, they penetrated into the thickeſt 

rl part of ir, when, good Heavens! what 

le was their farpriſe !—=On a little hilock 

e nds the bottom of an atitiern! beech; fit 

= a beautiful child picking ſtrawberries, © + © 
, | #4 nirefolly puting them in a baſcet 
. that ſtood by the ſide of her. Mrs. . 


I 4 Bromfield 
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Bromfield advanced towards her and, . 


ſtooping to embrace her, aſked what 
was become of her company. © You 
are not here alone, my dear, I ſuppoſe 


—will you walk with us till you meet 
them? 


The ſweet girl, with a look of filent 


gratitude, roſe from her verdant ſeat. 


< Dear me! where can Thomas be 
gone '?—He ſaid he'd fetch Mama, but 
I don't ſee that ſhe is coming. —Shall we 
ſeek them, Ma'am? “ Putting ber pretty 
hand into my aunt's. 


« If you dt, my dear — but which 


Pl 


nt 


ut 
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path did Thomas take to teh your 
Mama? 


„He went to the coach, Ma'am 
Papa is in che coach too and he told 
me, if I went with Thomas, we ſhould 
find Mama ſomewhere in the wood 
but ſhe was not here, and ſo Thomas 
went back to look for her, and I fat 
down to pick ſome ſtrawberries. for her 
againſt ſhe came—ſee what a e I 
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« Do you live with your Mama, my. 
pretty love ? ” „ 
4 No:: Mama has been gone a great 
long while ; and I have teazed and teaz - 
I 5 ed 


% 


. 
ed Papa to let me go and ſee her, till at 
length he was willing I ſhould come; 
but I don't ſee ſhe is here now—I wiſh 


Thomas would come and bring her, or 
lead n me to mall 


— 


ae walked up and down ſome 
time, and perceiving no friends belong. 
ing to the child, Mr. Townley began 
to think there was ſomething rather 
myſterious m the- affair, and, recom- 
mending it to Mrs. Bromfield and his 
fiſter not to go far from the ſpot, in 
eaſe any body ſhould be feeking for 
| her, he went to the entrance of the 
wood, to ſee if the coach was till in 
waiting, but on arriving at the gate 
diſcovered no appearance of it. Some 

i | 5 men 
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men that were hedging; ſaid, that about 


- three quarters of an hour before, they ſaw 


ſervant come from the gate, and jump 
up behind the carriage, which immedi- 
ately drove off with the greateſt rapidi- 


ty, but what road it took they had not 


een 
Mr. Tonnley immediately returned 
to the ladies; and, taking the little 
cherub in his arms, aſked her if the 
would go home with him. 


„ 
2 


« 1 . Sir; but let us firſt; find 


5 Matna, and take her with us and 


with the moſt, engaging, ſweetneſs ſhe, 
threw, ber arms around his neck, In, 
leaning her head againſt his ſhoulders, a 
BI +3» - 1 6 minia- 
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miniature portrait, tied to a black rib- 
bon, was diſcovered hanging beneath 
her tippet. It attracted Mrs. Bromfield's 
attention 


„ Wbhoſe picture is this, my love?” 


gazing with admiration on the fineſt ſet 


of features ſhe ever beheld delineated. 


fis Mama's Papa fays *tis like 
me ; but too ers Bom you think 1 it tis, 
. Ma'am 8 3s | 


« No, my ſweet innocent—but what 
muſt we do, if we cannot find either 
your Mama or the coach in which you 
came ? Can you tell us the place where 
you _ 


«« Nd 
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No, Ma'am; avillage I think they call 
it; but I can't rightly tell tis a long 
way off, and the horſes came fo flow I 
thought we ſhould never have got here. 
I teazed. Papa to death with aſking him 
every minute how far we had to go.” 


Can't you tell us your name nei- 
ther?“ ſaid Mr. Townley, who fill 
kept her | in his arms. 


Ra Wn Sir; — Mama's name is 
Selima too— Papa uſed to call her his 


dear Selima, but now he ſays ſhe is 


naughty, and carried her quite away 
from me; but 1 cried and cried fo 
much, that he W ſhould come 


Al 
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All that they could learn from the in- 


nocent diſcourſe of the deſetted child 
(for fach ſhe proved to be); was, that 
her Mama had, either through jealouſy 
or ſome other misfortune,” incurred the 
hatred of her huſband, who had con- 
-veyed her away, and, not ſufficiently 
tevenged, had now left her poor little girl 
to the care of chance; but, as ſhe was 
not above five years old, it was im- 
poſſible to form any right conjecture 


all that oould be'depended on was; that 


the was certainly carried there with a 
view of being left; and they jointly bleſt 
the hour that had brought them to her 
Preſervation; for ſo unfrequented is 
che ſpot, that the lovely child muſt in- 
8 have periſhed for want of nou- 


terre. 
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riſhinent, if it had not deſtroyed itſelf 
by eating ſomething poiſonous. 3 
They took her with them to the 


vicarage ; and, each being deſirous of 
ſupplying the loſs of her parents, for 
ſome time contended for the happineſs 
of protecting her. At length | it was a- 
greed that the little ſtranger ſhould 


| herſelf-decide the friendly diſpute ; and 


her choice falling on Mrs. Bromfield, 


the good lady brought her home, and, 


preſenting her to my Guardian, follicited 


bis aſhftance in rearing a lovely plant 
| the had been tempted to transfer 


from Bentley wood to her own D pate 


Me. 
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Mr. Bromfield embraced the little an- 
gel; and, after aſſuring my aunt that 
he fincerely interefted himſelf in what- 
ever contributed to her happineſs, begged 
an explanation.—** To whom, my dear, 
are we indebted for the company of this 
amiable little girl—your countenance 
indicates that ſome extraordinary event 
has brought her into your hands—do 
eaſe my ſuſpenſe—T feel already that I 
ſhall love her, and am impatient for 
fome account of her.” 


* Alas ! *tis a ſhort one,” replied my 
aunt. * I found her in the wood—all 
I have learnt further, is, that ſhe came 
in a coach with her Papa to the outer 


gate, and that a footman, under pre- 
f | . tence 


ten 


4 By CT b=ms Ty 


( 8s } 
tence of ſecking her Mama, took her into 
one of the moſt retired paths, and then 

' left her to the care of Providence.” 


What cruelty !” exclaimed Mr. Brom- 


field—** but be not caſt down, my love- 
ly child —1 will be to you a Papa (tak- 
ing her up in his arms), and that lady 
| ſhall be to you a Mama will you 
love us, my dear? 


4 Yes, Sir; that I will, dearly, dear- 
ly---Papa was very naughty to run away 
from me ſo was nit he? 


Tov cannot. imagine, Clara, how 
+ I am intereſted in the fate of this 
engaging girl, and ſhe is alſo become 
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very much attached to me. Her dreſs, 
which was extremely elegant, plainly 
ſhewed her to be the daughter of ſome 
perſons of faſhion, but what could 
prompt a father to ſuch an horid act is 
to me matter of the gteateſt aſtoniſh- 
ment. My worthy relations are, thank 
Heaven, jointly intereſted in her happi- 
nefs ; and, ſhould they never diſcover 
her parents, are determined to adopt 
her as their own. At my requeſt a 
Attle bed is mucke Up for ber in my 
apartment; and henceforth Selima is to 
be the care of your Antonia. I have un- 
dertaken to inſtruct her in the rudiments 
of French, and I date ſay ſhe will do 
honor do ber tutorefs Indeed, the is 
. Wer undcquainted: with that 
Loh ® | polite 
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65 polite language. — The reſemblance 
ly between her features and thofe of her 
ne 5 Mama's portrait 18 ver y ſtriking — ſhe 


14 promiſes to be a real beauty; and, from 
* the dawnings of ſenſibility which I 
h. every hour diſcover, I am perſuaded, - 
nk that, as her years ehcreaſe, ſhe will be as 
pi- amiable as handſome. Sir Edward is 


ver enraptured with her—m ſhort, the is 
opt idolized by all the family. 

t a | 
my A ſummons to the tea-table—and 


; to WM my ſweet pupil reminds me of a pro- 
miſe I made'this morning to accompany 
her to a cottage at the bottom. of the 


wilderneſs. The Baronet” took her out 
* with him yeſterday morning; when a 
that 


ſhower * rain obliging them to take 
ſhelter 
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thelter under a tree, the inhabitants of 
the cot came out to offer them a better 
refuge. Some birds, which engaged her 
attention in the humble dwelling, will 
not permit her to be eaſy till ſhe has 
paid them another viſit. She ſays they 
| ing Juſt like her dear Miſs Sedley (for 
ſo ſhe calls me); and, as a further in- 
ducement for me to go, tells me there 
are two pretty little boys who are very 
hungry, and have got nothing to eat. 
** Sir Edward gave! them money to buy 
ſomething, but bid me not ſpeak of it: 

ſo pray, my dear Miſs Sedley, don't let 
him Know I told you—but wasn't it 
very good of him? I am ſure God will 


bleſs him — Mama uſed to tell me, 


God loved every body that was good to 
the poor.” 26 Sweet 


( 18g) 

Sweet girl! Yes, my Selima; and 
when we have done tea, you ſhall carry 
he little boys ſome cakes.” 


«You are very good, Ma'am, 

(and ſhe kiſſed my hand as it lay upon 
the deſk) — I don't wonder Sir Ea. 

ward ſays he loves you.” 


« Sir Edward ! 8 what, did 
he be of me this n 12 . 


«Yes, Ma' am, when we were in 
the garden gathering ſome flowers; he 


talked of nothing elſe: and he aſked _ 


me——but I muſt not tell you.” 


«Yes, 


. [un ) 
Ves, my dear, you- may tell me 
any thing---what did he aſk ow? 2 


60 If Jou never talked of him, 
Ma'am. 


60 Abe pray, my love, what anſwer 


did you make bim 3 


© What anſwer ſhould I have made 
— * Miſs Sedley ? Indeed, I did not 
tell ſtories---I only told him you wrote 


- ſomething about him to Miſs Harley, 


but T could not tel n 


How did you know 1 did, Se- 
lima?” - 


e Becauſe 


ne 


Jer 


| do. 
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15 Becauſe I heard you read your 
letter when you had wrote one fide, and 
you. read « Sir Edward two or three 


times now didn't you? I'm ſure my 
dear Miſs Sedley is not apgry with me, 


for telling truth---I dare not tell ſtories 
for the world.---Befides, Sir Edward 
was ſo teazing, and aſked me ſo many 
queſtions, that I did not know what to 


— 


, 


What a chit l. but, in the nameofwon- 
der, Clara, what could be the Baronet's 
motive for being ſo curious. Mere 
queſtions of courſe perhaps. he knew 
the little puſs was fond of me, and 
thought he ſhould entertain her by 
making me his ſubje&.---"Tis rather 
* too, I think.---Had he talked of 


Maria, 
| 
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Maria, THhould not have been ſo much 
3 ſurpriſed But I muſt attend my Seli-. 


ma; - no peace till ſhe has ſeen her boys 


and birds.---Adieu, my deareſt Clara 
In a few days you ſhall hear from me 


* X 
apa : * 


— 


ANTONIA. 
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Same to the Same. 


' my dear, to be informed 
of the moſt unlooked-for event.---It i is 
with difficulty I can credit what never- 
theleſs I am convinced is true :—for, 
ſurely, 1 have not been dreaming, and 
now, awakened from my trance, am 
about to relate to you the viſions of 
the night! E 00 Hs 3 09911 
How wonderfully does this ſame jea- 
louſy: magnify the objects which itſelf 
creates I could have ſworn that Miſs 
Vol. I. 13 Went- 
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Wentworth had been the object of Sir 
Edward's tendereſt affections ·— never 
will I, for the future, truſt too much to 
my own fancy. 


6 For Heaven's ſake,” you cry, *be 


more explicit---what, does all this pre- 
face lead to? *4.4 FO 


* * you not t ſagacity enough to 
ges, Clara Well, for fear you 
ſhould not, TY relieve you from your 
fuſpenſe as 1 have tõõ _— 17 
rienced the pain of it myſelf. 


Wien 1 concluded my laſt, it was 
to comply with the intreaties of my 
little "Friknd; who © ftiood? oth ing” for 
. MIA {1 | 1 me 


Sir 
ver 
to 


be 


„ 
me to accompany her to the - cot- 


24 p ef 2 - 
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As ſoon as I had ſealed my letter, 1 


threw on my calaſh ; and, taking her 
by the hand, ſallied forth towards the 
wilderneſs, which, it will be proper to 
inform you, is divided from the * 
ee wall. nb %⁰οjwj 


F T7 % 
j Ft «4 
& 4 


As we walked olige on, a voice 2 on 


the other fide of it attracted my mteri- 
ton. I put my fingers to my lips, in 
token of ſilence to my chattering com- 
panion; ; and, approaching mnearer to 


the ſpot from whence it iſſued, n it 


tobe that of Ci sm. 


1720 * * 
4 3 l 3 DiSUSN 
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— 
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He was reading a letter; and the ſtil-. 
neſs of the evening gave me an oppor- 
tunity of Allinguiſhing the following 
Goat 28 [1-] 


«of Unable: to retain longer in my 
5 heart; ſentiments which deſtroy my 
4+. peace, my hand, leſs timid than my 
<* voice, fears not to explain the tender 
<« paſſion with which you have in- 
ſpired me, and which I thought my 
66 eyes long ſince had made known 
;** nay, I did not merely think, i.— 
t yours: have often xeplied to them in 
& language equally expreſſive. Why, 


ee then, fear to avow a flame, that, 


0 far from exciting my diſpleaſure, 


＋ would confirm my happineſs : — 
Ert | © MN What 


CES 


pri 
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* What uncommon aſſurance — 
Would the delicate, lovely Sedley have 
been guilty of ſuch an impropriety ?: — 


Oh ! modeſty ! how winning, how ſe- 
ducing a are thy attractions! 


I could hear no more; he quickened | 
his pace, and left me quite at a loſs to 


ſolve the znigma---Sometimes I thought 


the note he read muſt certainly have 


been Maria's—at others, I began to 


think I had miſtaken what I had 
heard ; and, believing my weakneſs to 


be as viſible to every-body as to. myſelf, 
feared he ſuppoſed the note had come 
from me, and was expreſſing his ſur- 
priſe. that I ſhould be guilty of ſuch im- 


propriety, —[n ſhort, I knew not what 
0 EE to 


1 
| 
t 
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to make of it; but, fortunately, a 
breach in the wall, occafioned by the 
fall of an -ancient oak, ſoon relieved 
me from my anxiety. The Baronet 
was out of fight, and I perceived on the 
ground ſeveral fragments of paper, 
which I flattered myſelf were- the ſhat- 
tered remains of the note. Such in fact 
they proved to be. A gate that was 
near gave me an opportunity of gaining 
Poſſefſion of them; but, not chuſing 
to be ſeen in the Park, I put Selima 
rhrough the bars, bidding her pick up 
all the pieces. Upon her return, I was 
impatient to ſatisfy my curioſity, We 
ſat down on the graſs; ; and, carefully 
arranging the fragments, 1 foon re- 
eck wy letter to its proper form, 

* when, 


% 


( 199 ) 
when, though the ſignature proved, to 


* be a fictitious one, 1 plainly diſcovered 
od the hand to be Maria's. it 
et t | 

mi "What an indelicate proceeding ] 


How it muſt lower her in his eſteem !--- 
But Perhaps, unacquainted with her 
writing, be knows not that it came from 


2 het; and, having diſcovered my fooliſh 
a predileQion, he may ſuppoſe it to be 
the produce of my pen. Why, elle 
'S ſhould. he ſo audibly articulate my 
ae name? Why aſk. Selima if 1 never talk 
'P of him Yes, this certainly. was the 
nr motive of his enquiries ; and, believing 
ly me. the writer, he feb if. a further 
1 confirmation of my folly, . 
n, 20 


4. 


| ( 200 ) 
Theſe, Clara, were my reflections 
ill we reached the cottage ; but, deter- 
mined to undeceive him in this ſuppo- 
ſition, I carefully Gepolited: the letter in 
my pocket-book. _ 


The good woman of the houſe came 
out to welcome us, and with a counte- 
nanee of reſpectful gratitude thanked us 
for the honor we conferred on her homely 
3 dwelling ; > then, taking the hand of my 
litle friend, led her to the ſpot which 

contained the birds, with whoſe harmony 
we amuſed ourſelves for ſome minutes ; 
after which, as I was bending my ſteps 
towards a neat garden which 1 obſerved 
behind the houſe, Selima pulled me 


gently by my apron, whiſpering---** But, 


my 
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WH 
my dear Miſs Sedley, you have forgot 


5 my little boys -may I aſk to ſee them?“ 

. « Certainly, my love- I beg you a 

+ thouſand pardons ; but I was ſo atten- 
tive to the feathered ſongſters, that I 

forgot the principal motive of our ram- 

ble.” | 

le 11e 

She then enquired for them, and the 

y good woman, with a look of pleaſure, ' * 

i told her they were in the garden gather- 

h ing flowers for the gentleman who had 

- yeſterday ſo generouſly enn to 

1 1. pag : 5 0 a *% 

A „Will you, Madam,” faid ſhe to 

5 me, © honor us fo far as to walk i into it, 

: _ taſte of its humble produce Pr 


K 5 Selims, 
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Selina, perfectly acquainted with the 
path, ran before me; and, throwing 
open a little gate, O dear Madam,” 
faid ſhe, © how lucky we are! Why our 
good friend Sir Edward is here too ”--- 
and up the walk ſhe flew to teſtify her joy 
at meeting him.---The amiable man was 
ſeated on a bank of chamomile, accept- 
ing with the greateſt affability the vari- 
ous offerings of the pretty children.--- 
As ſoon as he obſerved me, he aroſe 
from the verdant ſopha, and advanced 
towards me. This, Miſs Sedley, is 
indeed an unexpected happineſs — the 
young and beautiful ſeldom condeſcend 


to gladden the, roofs of humble pea- 


ſants. I am rather peculiar in my pro- 
penſities; but 18 it bobble, that you 


9444112 oY came : 
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came. here intentionally, or were you 
accidentally induced, from the neatneſs b 


of the ts KS to ſtep for a moment to 


viſit i it. 


y N o other damn was wanting, 
Sir, than the intreaties of my pretty 
friend. She pleaded the neceffities of 
the inhabitants ; and, by her eatly prac- 
tice of ſelf- denial in reſerving ſome 
cakes for the children (who ſhe faid 
were hungry), taught me the leſſon of. 
benevolence and pity. I put myſelf 
under her guidance, and the amiable 
child conducted he hither See how 


laudably the ſweet girl is diſpoſing of her 


bounty! for by this time ſhe had un- 
111 her pockets, and was e 
N en wo ber 
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her cakes with a liberal hand when 


a dog running acroſs the walk caught 
her eye: I think he is thin too, ſaid 
ſhe—perhaps he's hungry as well as the 


_ * little boys—ſhall I give him a bit, Miſs 


Sedley ? ® 


* Do, my good girl; and may your 
innocent heart, ſo ſenſible to the diſtreſs 
of others, never experience miſeries of 
its own !” 


We left her occupied in the taſk of 
charity; and, taking Sir Edward's 
proffered arm, ftrayed through paths 
ſoft as the moſly carpet of Calypſo. 
The hand of labour had there united the 
neat, the elegant, and the uſeful— 

borders 


11 


tl 
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borders luxuriant to the fight, and odo- 


riferous to the ſmell, were ſheltered by 


fences laden with ripening fruits; and 
the vegetable tribe ſucceeded * of 
Flora and Pomona. 


I could not help expreſſing my ſur- 
priſe at the agreeable manner in which 
the garden was laid out. Can itꝰ faid 


I, belong to thoſe my Selima deſerib- 


ed to me as ſo neceſſitous? Induſtry 
may cultivate the moſt barren ſoil; but 
taſte to blend with propriety the uſeful 
and the elegant is ſeldom found among 
village hinds. The cottage, too, has not 
the leaſt mark of vulgarity about it ; nor 
have the children countenances expreſ- 
five of low birth. Surely, they cannot 


complain of want.“ 
won 
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«] wonder not at your, aſtoniſh- 


l — 


met, replied the Baronet. Appear- 


ances, indeed, Miſs Sedley, ſeem to De- 


ſpeak the: poſſeſſors bleſt with more than 


a ſufficiency—They once were ſo in rea- 
lity; but external ſhow is now all that 
remains of their former plenty. Mr. 
Maſon is of a good family; but, unfor- 
tunately, connected himſelf with a man 
who lives by the ruin of his acquain- 
tance — twas a gameſter, Of an open 
and honeſt diſpoſition himſelf, poor 
Maſon ſuſpected not the vileneſs of his 
neighbour's: his credulity rendered him 
an eaſy prey to the wiles of an abandon- 
ed, unfeeling ſharper. The loſs of his 
fortune was the price he paid for his 
experience ; and fifteen pounds a year, 
. lately 
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corage.” 
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lately left hin by a friend, is all the 
wretched ſubſiſtence of his helpleſs fa- 
mily. Mrs. Maſon died about two 
years fince—Happy fate ! She lives not 
to behold the wants of her unfortunate 
EN. 


j 


« Then that was' not the mother & 
the little ones, who welcomed us to the 


RIG | | Y ens 
Is. No ; a ſervant only, Who, tho 
poverty is likely to be her only wages, 
refuſes to deſert the offspring of a 


miſtreſs whole memory is dear to her. 


She tells me her "unfortunate maſter is 


gone to London in hopes of procuring 
beme employment, and, if de ſucceeds, 


non! 933 
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means to diſpoſe of this rural dwelling, 


and ſend for herſelf and his children, to 
the cheapeſt lodging he can procure. 
Do you think, Miſs Sedley, ſuch a con- 


duct is not far more honorable than that 


of many others who have been ruined 
by their credulity, whom falſe pride 
prompts to rid themſelves of a wretched 
life, rather than live in any other ſphere 
than that to which they have been ac- 
cuſtomed ? Maſon braves the world and 
its reproaches. To atone for his folly, 
and ſupport his children, he ſhews un- 


common ſollicitude. Cowards only ſeek 
death, when honeſt means of life re- 


main, The rugged taſk of labour is 


to him no hardſhip ; nor does he ac- 


count aught painful which wounds, not 


conſcience,” « How 
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How pitiable is ſuch a man!” re 
plied I — © Oh, that ſomething could 
be done to aſſiſt him---to ſoften the 
rigors of his condition. Help me, Sir 
Edward, to plan fome ſcheme to re- 
ſtore the unhappy family to a ſtate 


of eaſe. My fortune is not ſmall; 


how can it be better employed than in 
the ſervice of the unfortunate? Mr. 
and Mrs, Bromfield will, Pm ſure, join 


with me in contributing alſo to their 
relief. ROY 


_ « Noble-minded girl!” ſoftly breathed 
Sir Edward ;—* it is what I have been 
thinking of myſelf theſe two days paſt. | 
I admire your generoſity ; but, indeed, 


Mis Sedley, 'tis a happineſs you muſt 


permit 


®/ 
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permit me alone to ingroſs. I have al- 


ready written to Mr, Maſon. The de- 


rangement of my affairs, owing to a re · 
volution among my ſervants, calls for 
the aſſiſtance of ſome judicious perſon — 
he appears to be worthy the diſtinction, 
and capable of the buſineſs of effecting 
and preſerving the defired regularity, As 
a friend, not as a menial domeſtic, will I 
engage him in my ſervice; ; and, fince the 
truſt 1 ſhall repoſe i in bim will not often 
require his attebdance at at Clinton Lodge, 
this ſpot, which he has cultivated in 
ſuch peculiarity of ſtile, and for which 
he cannot But have a ſtrong partiality, 

may ſtill continue his principal place of 
refidence; and, idittead of being cooped 


vp in bine *contradited lodging, his 


Mun 0 
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- || pretty boys may yet walk about in their 

free, native. air.— See how Selima is 
„making love to them, her little eyes 

7 gliſtening with ſoft compaſſion! Real - 

7 ly, Miſs Sedley, I almoſt envy Mrs. 

, | Bromfield the poſſeſſion of that engag- 

= ing child. How ſenſibly ſhe chatters ! * - 

af Her innocent converſe, the firſt time I 

1 came to the cottage, amuſed me be- 

* yond deſcription Could it fail of doing 

4 fo I- ſhe talked of Nature's moſt per- 

7 work!? g 

in r i T 

3 + © May I beg, Sir, to know what is to 

A be underſtood by that denomination ? ; 

q dhe certainly is ſenſible for ſo young a 

15 female; but ſo few are the tull-grown 

ty who are deemed converſable by your 


ſex, * 


11 
ſex, that I am entirely at a loſs to know 
on what topic ſhe muſt have prattled, 
to become amuſing to a man of judg- 
ment and experience---No bows, Sir : I 
mean not to compliment you—'twould 
be doing injuſtice to Nature to ſuppoſe 
vou to be arrived at years of maturity, 
and yet not endowed with theſe quali- 
ties.” 
4s it poſſible Miſs Sedley can be 
ignorant that Nature's moſt perfect work 


is a lovely woman? and we talked of 


one lovely to an extreme.” 


The ſubject, then, is no longer 
problematical—who- but a Wentworth 
can anſwer the deſcription ! 

| « And 
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& And who but a Sedley would have 
1 perfections to her friend which 
are to be found only in herſelf ? Can 


you, charming Antonia ! be unconſcious 
of attractions ſo, obvious to > eyery-One 


beſides ? ” 


4 Common - place compliments and 


flattery Sir Edward Clinton is ſo ſeldom 


ta be charged with, that I ſhall forbear 
at (preſent teſtifying dhe diſguſt they 


give me ; obſerving only, that I look 
upon what has now eſcaped him, as the 
flight of fancy, rather than the effuſion 


of a mind devoid of ſincerity. For 


the ſake of my friend, I would fain 
* is a eee 


40 « Come ; 
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% Come, Selima, take leave of your 
little play- fellows; Mrs. Bromfield will 
begin to think us long — and, tripping 
acroſs the path, I ſlipt a piece of gold 
into the hand of each of them, and, 
with all the appearance of a mind at 
- eaſe, directed * wok towards the 
Ns guage 


- The coker followed us nb N inf 
ry but as 


ey Miſs Sey 1 cannot have 
ine by uttering truths which all 
the world confirms !— At leaſt, do 
not fly from me go but to give 
ſome directions to Mrs. Eleanor, rela- 
tive to her young maſters, and 1'Il at- 
tend 


| Hoe 
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tend'you to the farm. Do, my lovely 
Selima, plead my cauſe; prevail on 
your dear Miſs Sedley to wait till I 
return.” INI Sled 5 07 tritt be 


ITY LIE 


wy 


He haſtened back to the cottage, 
and overtook us in a few moments. 
To avoid finking into our former fab- 
Jet, 15 made my little pupil (who has 
a very pretty voice) fing me a favou- 
rite air T have taught her out bf 
Artaxerxes. But we were both of us at a 
loſs to recollect a a particular line! of it 
and” Sir Eden not being able to aui 
us, I took out my pocket-book, when, 
oh dire misfortune out dtopped ro 
fragments of "Maria's" tendet ſetter, 
"The Baronet ttancly pk chem from 

the 
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& Come, Selima, take leave of your 
little play-fellows; Mrs. Bromfield will 
begin to think us long and, tripping 
acroſs the path, I ſlipt a piece of gold 
into the hand of each of them, and, 
with all the appearance of a mind at 
eaſe, directed * ſteps towards the 
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rota by uttering truths which all 
the world confirms 1 At leaſt, do 
not fly from me—1 go but to give 
ſome directions to Mrs. Eleanor, rela- 
tive ig her young maſters, and I'll at- 
tend 
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tend' you to the farm. Do, my lovely 
Selima, plead my cauſe ; prevail on 


your dear Miſs Sedley to wait till I 
return.“ 4 [$43 4.5 00 kiriclt 5 
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Fe haſtened back to the cottage, 
and overtook us in a few moments. 
To avoid finking into our former fub- 
Jet, I made my little pupil (who has 
a very pretty voice) fing me a favou- 
rite air I have taught her out of 
Artaxerxes. Bel we were both of us at a 
loſs to recollect 4 Partisular line of it; 
and Sir Edward not being able'to alfift 


us, I took out my pocket-book, when, 


oh dire misfortune l out dtopped t Y 
fragments of Maria's tender letter. 


The Baronet ttancly pibked them from 


EW 


the 


( 836 ) 


the ground; and, knowing the writing, 
his manly countenance was ſuffuſed with 
a a bluſh of the deepeſt dye as he reſtor- 
ed them to my hand. Determined to 


probe him to the quick, I took out the 


remaining pieces--** See,” cried I, what 
an acquiſition I made in coming hither ! 


The fair author of. theſe tender lines 


little imagined that they would be torn 
in a thouſand fragments „and committed 


to che wind. -I wonder who the charm- 
| ing man is for whom they were defign- 


ed! Here s neither direction nor ſigna- 


ture — happy precaution! T 0 leaye no 
clue to guide the eye of curi- 
oſity, diſcoyers ſuperior knowledge in 
be art of writing .billet-doux. What 
en Gftreſs muſt. it fave A ſhin 


* ſwain 
"+ vÞ 
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Twain, to have the language of his eyes 


thus tenderly interpreted! How muſt 


he adore the condeſcending charmer 


who thus kindly anticipates his fondeſt 


wiſh!” 


T ſpoke thus, my dear, not ſo much 
with a view of teazing him, as of con- 


vincing him that I was not the writer: 
which, from his late compliments, I 
till feared he ſuppoſed. I was, how- 
ever, miſtaken; for, caſting on me 


the moſt tender, yet penetrating look, 


Every female, Miſs Sedley,” ſaid he, 


is not. poſſeſſed of your delicate ſen- 


fibility. The writer of the little billet 
you have found has, doubtleſs, deviated 


from the line of propriety. Reaſon and 
. I, L incli- 


62 

inclination are ſeldom in uniſon; the 
one prompts to acts contrary to the 
dictates of the other. Thoſe who ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be betrayed into the 
wilds of imprudence, forfeit our eſteem; 
and, that once the caſe, our love is out 
of the queſtion,” 
And are theſe your real ſenti- 
ments, Sir Edward? If the Adonis 
who inſpired the billet in queſtion en- 
-tertain the ſame, the Venus muſt be in 
«A a hapleſs ſituation,” 


WV They are ſentiments, Madam, 
which I ſhould not dare to avow be- 
| fore every-one, leſt I ſnould incur their 
© heavy diſpleaſure ; but in owning them 


oft — „ ww 9 = »H ow 
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to Miſs Sedley, I am convinced that 1 
do not condemn a conduct ſhe ap- 


proves.“ 


% May I take the liberty, Sir, of 
aſking how you yourſelf would act in 
a ſimilar fituation? We will ſuppoſe 


the lady charming, her fortune large, 


and her birth unexceptionable; is it 

poſſible that the ſingle foible of de- 

claring her prepoſſeſſion could deprive 

her of that eſteem you had not before 
wathbolden 252 | 


“ Love certainly overlooks many 


errors; but, as modeſty is the moſt 
powerful attraction in a female, every 


other charm united cannot compen- 
L 2 ſate 
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Mate for the want of it. However de- 
Hrous of being beloved, the avowal of 
ſuch deſire is irreconcileable with true 
delicacy, and what I ſhould ever con- 
ſtrue to the diſadvantage of the lady 
who could ſo far forget her honor—- 
nor ought ſhe to be offended, if the 
diſtinguiſhed object ſhould forget it 
alſo. ? 8 


Scarcely had the 1aft ſentence ef- 
caped the Baronet, when Miſs Went- 
worth appeared in ſight----Not finding 
me at home, ſhe had trolled into the 
wilderneſs, little expecting, however, as 
appeared from her ſudden confuſion, to 
find me in cloſe confabulation with her 


beloved. 


% You 
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“ You are come juſt in time, my 
dear, to decide a. diſpute between Sir 
Edward and myſelf. He is for- im- 


' poſing the moſt cruel reſtrictions on 


our ſex ; nor will he grant any abſo- 
lution for the improprieties we may 
happen to fall into. 


& Nay, fay not ſo, Miſs Sedley ; 
yourſelf and friend were out of the 
queſtion- -I was averring, Madam, 
that true delicacy in- the fair ſex, how- 
ſoever it may ſuffer by. ſelf-denial, will 
never permit the firſt declaration of 
love to come from their fide.” 


«© That, Sir,” ſaid Miſs Went- 
worth,” (endeavouring to conceal the 
L 3 emo- 


* 
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| emotions which the ſubje& naturally 


occaſioned in her breaſt,) ** depends en- 
tirely upon circumſtances. Many are 
the fituations wherein ſuch a declaration 


might be made without any breach of 
decorum---For inſtance, if every ſymp- 
tom of the tender paſſion 1s to be 


traced in the general conduct of a gen- 
tleman, and yet he be deterred from a 


particular, verbal diſcloſure of it, by 
an apprehenfion of a prior engagement 
on the part of the lady who 1s the ob- 
je& of his affection, what impropriety 
can there be in her diveſting him of 
his fears? Noble minds ſcorn to be 
ſhackled with the fetters of cuſtom: 
tis the ſervile only which crouch to 
the galling yoke. For my part, I am 

© 
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an advocate for ſincerity in whatever 
ſhape J find it; and cannot help think- 
ing it is far more commendable to own. 
one's partiality, than, from motives of 
falſe delicacy, to keep an amiable man 
in the tortures of ſuſpenſe,” 


% grant it,” replied Sir Edward, 
upon the ſuppoſition of a declaration 
being previouſly made by the gentle- 
man. But our diſpute is upon a quite 
different point--In coming through the 
' wilderneſs, Miſs Sedley picked up ſome 

pieces of a billet-Uoux, apparently ad- 
dreſſed to ſome favoured mortal who 
unknowingly had kindled a flame in. 

the boſom of the writer. As we are 
too apt in imagination to realize our 
L 4 wiſhes, 


( 224 ) 
wiſhes, the lady, preſuming from the 
eyes to judge of the motions of the 
heart, entertains not the leaſt doubt 
that their paſſion is reciprocal, The 
queſtion is, Whether, under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, it would not have been 
more Prudent in the lady to have 
waited till the tongue of the gentleman 


had expreſſed the ſentiments which had 
ſo often ſported in his orbs of ſight, 


rather than, by a haſty diſcovery of her 
affection, to have hazarded the loſs of 
his eſteem? Now, each of us being, 


wholly diſintereſted, there can be no 


impropriety in the free delivery of our 


opinions upon the caſe. And mine, 
therefore, I muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, 
allows me not to exculpate the lady, 

but 
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but upon the conſideration that ſhe has 


: _ poſſibly placed her affections upon aan 
˖ object much her inferior. in birth and 
8 fortune. Under theſe circumſtances, I. 
. think, ſhe ſtands excuſed; as from 
k conceſſions on her fide alone could he 
: acquire ſufficient confidence to declare 
his love.“ 

a FS: 5 

Ty Maria bluſhed, but more from this 
p oppoſition to her ſentiments than any. 
p ſenſe of ſhame—and Sir Edward con- 
: tinued his animadverſions with an. eaſe 
: that ſhewed him either an adept in 
N diſſimulation, or totally unſuſpicious of 
7 — Miſs Wentworth's being: the writer of 
; the note which had occaſioned fo much 
: debate. But to whom, then, 


— 
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could he attribute it? The reſt of our 
viſitors were old maids, and not one 
among them but what ſupported the 
character with proper dignity.--- Was 
it poſſible he could harbour an idea 
that Miſs Dormer was the perſon ? 
The antient virgin had, certainly, ex- 
preſſed her approbation of him in very 
warm terms; but it would, neverthe- 
leſs, have been prepoſterous to infer 
from thence that ſuch zendreſſe had pro- 


ceeded from her.—It was, however, e- 


nough for me not to be ſuſpected myſelf. 


On reaching the farm, where the 
| converſe in which we had been engaged 
imperceptibly brought us, we found the 
card-party already formed ; whereupon 

we 
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we retired to a window which com- 
mands a proſpect of the river. A plea- 
ſure-boat with an elegant awning, and 
accompanied by a band of muſick, 
ſoon after engroſſed our attention. Se- 
lima, who was much delighted with 
the ſight, having never before ſeen the 
like, intreated me to accompany, her 
into the garden, in order to obtain a 

cloſer view of it ; and, glad of the 


opportunity of adding to her enter- 
tainment, I took her by the hand, 


and tripped towards the terrace. 


The ſplendid barge (in which were 


Lord 8 -h, his late favorite ſul- 


tana, and a party of convivial friends) 
hailed us as it paſſed ; but, laſhing the 
©: 2 pFioield- 


© ma » 
yielding waters, ſoon vaniſhed. The 
beauty of the evening, however, in- 
duced us to make a longer ſtay, We 
ſeated ourſelves upon the bank ; and 
the ſerenity of the ſcene communicating 
itſelf to my ſoul, I began my favorite 
ſong. Thus reclined on the verdant 
couch; and inattentive to every-thing 
but the ſurrounding proſpect, I heard 
not the footſteps of Sir Edward till 
with tender aſſiduity he had reached 
the bank, and chid me for hazard- 
ing my health by expoſing myſelf to- 
the evening-dews. He had ſtolen a 
ſhauwl from the drawing- room, which 
he kindly threw around me; and then, 


not leſs attentive to my young com- 


|  panion, took a cambric handkerchief 
| = - 
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ont of his pocket, and tied it. about 
her neck. 


I returned him thanks for his care 

and, taking the hand which he extended 
to raiſe me from the ground, aſked: 
what was become of Miſs Wentworth? 


1.566: Þ left her in the drawing- room 
but why that queſtion ??? 


ce. Only, Sir Edward, that I am 
ſorry to have been the means of de- 
taching you from her agreeable conver= | 
ſation,” 


6 It is not ſo agreeable as to render 


me inſenſible to other conſiderations, 
Could: 


( 20 ) 
Could the converſation of Miſs Went- 
worth, or of any other lady, engage 
my thoughts one moment, when the 


health of the moſt lovely female on 


earth was about to be ſacrificed to the 
trifling pleaſure of liſtening to clarions 
and hautboys. Diſcard, I pray you, 
dear Antonia, your cruel prejudices. 
What extraordinary attractions is your 
friend poſſeſſed of, that you ſhould 
ſuppoſe me ſo much infatuated ? I re- 
ſpect your ſex in general---Miſs Went- 
worth among the reſt ; but that taſte 


+ muſt be ſtrangely depraved which could 


prefer the converſation of a vivacious, 
giddy female, who fails of pleaſing 
from an officious preſumption of her 
er ſo, before that of an amiable, 

_ ſenfible 
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ſenſible woman, who, diffident of her 
own merit, is always ready to yield the 
palm of wit and beauty to her neigh- 
bour. The former character exacts ad- 
miration as her indiſputable right; but 
the latter, ſeemingly without deſiring 
it, receives the ſame as a tribute all 
are eager to pay her. With theſe ſen- 
timents, Miſs Sedley, I cannot but be 
perfectly at liberty with reſpect to your 
ſprightly companion. She is pretty, I 
grant; nor is ſhe deficient in the ac- 
contipliſhments which the French ſtyle 
les agremens—but my heart is Engliſh 
and the Pariſian manners, now ſo ge- 
nerally adopted by the fair-ſex, have 
no allurements for me Otis Nature 
alone, with her artleſs graces, that com- 
mands 
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mands my attentions, If I appear to 
be attached to the converſation of Miſs. 
Wentworth, it is becauſe. I know I may 
chat with ſafety----Oh, that I had rea- 
ſon not to wiſh as little 0 in that 
of her lovely friend! 


A deep ſigh ſueceeded I had 
heard enough, Clara —— What was 
the expreſſion of my features I can- 
not ſay, but my cheeks glowed with 
ſenſations before unknown. I am no 
hypocrite, and cannot therefore pre- 
tend they were of the unpleaſing kind; 
but, too much embarraſſed to continue 
a ſubject which I feared would betray 
my weakneſs, I endeavoured to change 
it to one leſs intereſting ; and, quick- 
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ening my pace, haſtened to rejoin the 
company.—On entering the drawing- 
room, he relinquiſhed my hand with a 
gentle preſſure; and, to avoid a re- 
newal of the ſubject, I embraced the 
firſt vacancy, and fat myſelf down to 


the card-table for the remainder of the 
evening, 


This, my dear, at the preſent writing, 
is the ſtate of affairs at Woodly---- 
What concluſion may be drawn from 
the premiſes, I ſhall not venture to ſug- 
geſt, further chan that I believe I may, 
for the future, ſet my heart at eaſe in. 
regard to my loveſick friend. But, 
after all, Clara, if ſhe thought the 
wiſhed- for flame was really kindled in 
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the Baronet's breaſt, ſhe is much to be 
pitied - and TI muſt learn, from her 


diſappointment, to doubt appearances, 


though ever ſo {pocious 


How poignant muſt be her mortift- 
cation, after having given ſuch a proof 
of the amorous tumults in her own 


boſom, to find ſhe had not made the 


leaſt impreſſion in that of Sir Edward! 


But I wonder not that ſhe believed 


ſhe 25 Did I not believe ſo myſelf? 


hs Thor urges your ſaucy. Lady- 


ſhip; © but was you, Antonia, an im- 


partial judge * 


"Why no, I can't ch ſay I was— 
The 
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The plain caſe was this---Poor Maria 
believed it becauſe ſhe wiſhed it to be 
ſo; and your Antonia, becauſe ſhe 
wiſhed it not to be ſo. And pray, as 
men are ſtrange, unfathomable beings, 
is there any-thing wonderfully uncom- 
mon in our miſtakes ?—As to my own, 
may I never make a worſe ! and then, 
I truſt, I ſhall continue Miſs Harley's 


ever-eſteemed, as well as ſincere and 
faithful friend, 


A SEDLEY: 


P. S. We all wait impatiently for the 
ſequel of the memoirs of Lord Des 
Lunettes. What we have already 
received 
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received ſhews his Lordſhip to be 
an entire compoſition of miſchief and 
_ hypocriſy ; and what is to come, 
we apprehend, will not repreſent him 
in a better light, —If J am not miſ- 
taken, he fills the honorable poſt of 
a Lord of the Bedchamber---How 
ſtrange that ſo. deſpicable a character 


© . ſhould be ſuffered. to approach a ſo- 
_ - . Vereign fo juſtly renowned for do- 


meſtic virtue — But, alas! in reſpect 
of this, faſhion, notwithſtanding it 
generally iſſues from the higheſt ſta- 
tion, and rules with the moſt tyran- 
nic ſway, is perverted and loſes its 
influence. Tho' the moſt exalted 
pair in the land ſet the brighteſt 
example of purity of manners and 

2 conjugal. 
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| conjugal fidelity, there are few, very 
few followers of ſuch truly illuſtrious 
l leaders. When the royal progreſs 
: zs marked withfolly and immorality, 
- the levity and diſſoluteneſs of ſubjects 


is not much to be wondered at; but, 
as we have a king who poſſeſſes the 
higheſt. regard for the religion and 
Jaws of his country, and a queen 
endowed with every quality that is 
amiable and good, the vices which 
now .ſo notoriouſly 'abound amongſt 
the nobility and all inferior ranks, 
are even without an apology. 


Mrs. Bromfield begs me 1 aſſure 

my worthy friend, that the favor of 

her company for a few weeks before 
| v4 
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the approach of winter, will be a 
great addition to her happineſs---- 
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Need I add, that your Antonia moſt 
earneſtly joins in her wiſhes ?—Do, 


| my dear, gladden us with your pre- 


ſence. Mrs. Elvin, I'm fure, will 
yield you to my entreaties; and 1 


- think I may flatter myſelf that the 


exeurſion will not prove diſagreeable 
0 you. 
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